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City Council Meeting 
December 22, 2009 

 

Present: Mayor John Williams, Councilpersons Betty Jo Ellison, Rick Harbin, Evan 
Stewart and Dan Becker  

 
Also Present: City Attorney Gary Ryder, City Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Police 

Chief Larry Reinlasoder, Fire Chief Ryan Reid, Public Works Supervisor 
John Bleth and Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Jan 
Morgan 

 

Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Stewart seconded 
the motion.    No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 

a. Minutes of 12/08/09 Regular Meeting   
b. Claims Roster 12/18/09 
c. November Treasurer’s Report 

 
Departmental Reports: 
Department Reports were given by Police Chief Reinlasoder, Zoning/Code Enforcement/ 
Building Inspector Morgan, Fire Chief Reid, Attorney Ryder, Public Works Supervisor Bleth and 
City Clerk/Treasurer Richards in addition to written reports provided in Council’s packets. 
 
The Zoning Commission will meet prior to the next City Council meeting on January 12, 2010, 
regarding two conditional use permits.  
 
Public Comment and Participation:    
Jim Atchison, 7405 Castlerock Lake Drive, thanked out-going councilmember Betty Jo Ellison for 
her many years of service and commitment to the city and for supporting the economic 
development community. 
 
Tom Jankowski, 2765 Chisholm Drive, gave heartfelt thanks to our community’s protectors 
including the police department, ambulance crew and county deputies, for helping with the 
tragedy of December 10th.   Mr. Jankowski stated this tragedy has hit our community very hard 
and he hopes everyone’s thoughts and prayers are with the victims’ families and with the 
surviving victim. 
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Duane Ankney, 2698 Highway 39, thanked Betty Jo Ellison for all her hard work and years of 
service.  Mr. Ankney also thanked Mayor Williams and stated he doesn’t think the people of 
this community realize what they have.  He thanked all elected officials for their work.   
 
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
Mayor Williams asked the City Council to approve closure of City Hall early on Christmas Eve 
and provide all city employees an additional 4 hour paid holiday.  Councilperson Ellison moved 
to give employees a 4 hour holiday on Christmas Eve and close City Hall early.  Councilperson 
Stewart seconded the motion.  Discussion:  Councilperson Harbin asked about the police 
department employees.  Mayor Williams stated even though one police officer and dispatcher 
will remain on duty they will still receive an additional 4 hours of holiday pay.  Councilperson 
Becker abstained due to conflict of interest; he is an employee of the city.  Councilpersons 
Stewart, Harbin and Ellison voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Unfinished Business:  None. 
 
New Business: 
Councilpersons Becker and Stewart met and developed ideas for requiring all buildings to 
display their street address numbers.  Attorney Ryder suggested adding a policy on deciding 
what the correct addresses are and for assigning new address numbers.  Councilperson Harbin 
feels this is a great idea and requested the numbers be reflective.  Councilperson Stewart 
stated their discussion was that the numbers be reflective or be on a contrasting background 
for visibility.    Some of the details can be administratively handled.  Attorney Ryder will develop 
an ordinance based on the council’s suggestions. 
 
Administrative Matters: 
Mayor Williams recognized Betty Jo Ellison for her service to the city.  She was elected in 2002 
and was the first female to serve as a council member.  Mayor Williams reviewed the projects 
and issues Betty Jo has been involved with over the years as a councilmember.  Mayor Williams 
stated his respect and admiration to Mrs. Ellison and that she will be missed tremendously.   
 
Betty Jo Ellison stated she ran for city council because she loves this town and that there is 
more positive than negative.  She feels that people need to understand that our Mayor is not 
the enemy; he is a man who loves this town and the employees and that he would do anything 
to make life better for everyone.  She also thanked the department heads and enjoyed working 
with them.   
 
Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 7:36 p.m.   
 


