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City Council Meeting 
November 23, 2009 

 

Present: Mayor John Williams, Councilpersons Betty Jo Ellison and Rick Harbin  
 
Absent: Councilpersons Evan Stewart and Dan Becker 
 
Also Present: City Attorney Gary Ryder, City Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Police 

Chief Larry Reinlasoder, Fire Chief Ryan Reid, Public Works Supervisor 
John Bleth and Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Jan 
Morgan 

 

Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Harbin seconded 
the motion.    Discussion:  Councilperson Ellison had a correction to the minutes.  In the 
discussion portion of the Consent Agenda the reference to “Public Works Reinlasoder” should 
be “Public Works Supervisor Bleth”.   Clerk/Treasurer Richards will correct the minutes.  Motion 
carried with all in favor. 
 

a. Minutes of 11/10/09 Regular Meeting   
b. Claims Roster 11/19/09 

 
Departmental Reports: 
Department Reports were given by Public Works Supervisor Bleth, Police Chief Reinlasoder, 
Zoning/Code Enforcement/Building Inspector Morgan, Fire Chief Reid, Attorney Ryder, and City 
Clerk/Treasurer Richards in addition to written reports provided in Council’s packets. 
 
Public Comment and Participation:    
Jim Atchison, 7405 Castle Rock Lake Drive and Executive Director of SouthEastern Montana 
Development Corporation, thanked the City Council for renewing the city’s membership in 
SEMDC and presented a Certificate of Appreciation.  Mr. Atchison also just found out about a 
recycling grant available through the Montana Department of Environmental Quality and will 
forward the information on to Clerk/Treasurer Richards. 
 
Lu Shomate, representing the SchoolHouse History & Art Center, had questions based on the 
council’s actions on October 28, 2009.  Mrs. Shomate asked about the ex-officio member of 
SHAC’s board.  Mayor Williams stated that decision will be made after the beginning of the year 
when the new council member takes office.  Mrs. Shomate asked how communications to the 
council members should be made.  Financial reports will be sent to City Clerk/Treasurer 
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Richards for distribution to the council monthly.  The independent audit will be completed by 
Paul Strom & Associates at an estimated cost of $4,000 - $5,000.   
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
Mayor Williams reported a Christmas Stroll on December 3rd with Santa Claus here at City Hall 
and the Kyle Family will be performing.  Many other activities are being planned. 
 
Mayor Williams reported the city is preparing Coal Board Grants for the fire department for a 
compressed air form system and for the replacement of the senior van. 
 
The city is collecting items to send to local service men and women both abroad and state side.  
We have asked the Senior Citizens to participate and are soliciting any donations from the 
community.  The project will be done in time to mail so they receive their package before 
Christmas Day. 
 
Signs for the city facilities have been pursued and an estimated cost of $6,000 has been 
proposed by Baldwin Design Works. CPRD uses this vendor and is very satisfied.  Councilpersons 
Ellison and Harbin concurred to pursue the signs as proposed. 
 
Councilperson Harbin asked about the sound system in the council room.  Mayor Williams 
reported city employees are looking into this. 
 
Unfinished Business:  None. 
 
New Business: 
Councilperson Harbin moved to approve Change Order #1 to the Sweetgrass Paving Project In 
the amount of $20,610.30.  Councilperson Ellison seconded the motion.  Discussion:  
Councilperson Harbin asked if there would be any more or if this is it.  Clerk/Treasurer Richards 
responded the final pay estimate was included in this meeting’s Claims Roster and is not aware 
of any other changes.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the revised Excavation/Right-of-Way Permit 
Application Form and Fee Schedule.  Councilperson Harbin seconded the motion.  No 
discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance 09-01, restricting City 
Employees from serving on the City Council or as Mayor.    Councilperson Harbin seconded the 
motion.  Discussion:  Councilperson Harbin asked if it needed to be added to the ordinance or 
stated that it is not retroactive.  Attorney Ryder stated he didn’t feel it was necessary.  Motion 
carried with all in favor.  
 
Councilperson Ellison moved to proceed with the Invitation to Bid for a replacement Senior 
Citizen’s Van/Bus.  Councilperson Harbin seconded the motion.  Discussion:  Councilperson 
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Harbin asked when the bid opening would be.  Mayor Williams responded probably not until 
after the first of the year.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Administrative Matters: 
Mayor Williams reported there will not be a City Christmas Party this year. 
 
Mayor Williams will be out of town starting tomorrow through December 3. 
 
Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.   
 


