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City Council Meeting 
October 13, 2009 

 

Present: Mayor John Williams, Councilpersons Rick Harbin, Dan Becker, Betty Jo 
Ellison, and Evan Stewart 

 
Also Present: Public Works Supervisor John Bleth, City Attorney Gary Ryder, City 

Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Zoning/Code Enforcement/Building 
Officer Jan Morgan, Police Officer Trevor Quiroz and Fire Chief Ryan Reid 

 

Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call. 
 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the Consent Agenda with the addition of $1,868.75 to 
the Claims Roster for Fire Department Pension Payments.  Councilperson Stewart seconded the 
motion.    Discussion:  Councilperson Stewart questioned the claim for cable TV service at City 
Hall.  Mayor Williams stated this is something new but has not been used.  Councilperson 
Becker asked about claim 13587 to Mulligans for Police Dept Meals; were these for training or 
safety rewards.   In the absence of Police Chief Reinlasoder, Mayor Williams responded this was 
probably food for department meetings.   Motion carried with all in favor. 
 

a. Minutes of 9/22/09 Regular Meeting   
b. Claims Roster 10/09/09 
c. August Treasurer’s Report 

 
 
Departmental Reports: 
Department Reports were given by City Clerk/Treasurer Richards, Public Works Supervisor 
Bleth, Attorney Ryder, Fire Chief Reid, Zoning/Code Enforcement/ Building Inspector Morgan, 
and Police Officer Quiroz in addition to written reports provided in Council’s packets. 
 
City Attorney Ryder explained the difference between the city’s zoning codes and covenants.   
The city has no jurisdiction or authority to enforce covenants and cannot change them.  It is the 
responsibility of the landowners covered by the covenants to enforce, change or remove them.   
 
Councilperson Harbin asked if the Attorney General has responded to the city’s request for an 
opinion regarding a city employee serving as a city council member.  No response has been 
received.   
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Enforcement of parking on parkland and parking recreational vehicles on the street in violation 
of city codes was discussed with Code Enforcement Officer Morgan.  City Council discussed 
increasing the fines to achieve compliance. 
 
Public Comment and Participation:   None. 
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
Councilperson Ellison moved to confirm Mayor Williams’ appointment of Roy Dolbear to the 
city’s Police Commission.  Councilperson Stewart seconded the motion.  Discussion:  
Councilperson Harbin asked if this appointment completes the membership of the commission.  
Mayor Williams responded it does.   Motion carried with all in favor.    
 
Rosebud County Commissioners have offered to extend the lease agreement of the Law 
Enforcement Center for one year with a 1.5% cost increase.  Councilperson Ellison moved to   
accept the lease extension for one year with a 1.5% increase.   Councilperson Becker seconded.  
No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor.   
 
Mayor Williams recently received notification from the Rosebud County Commissioners that 
they will contribute $10,000 to the purchase of a new vehicle for the Senior Citizens.  The 
Colstrip Park & Recreation District has also indicated they will contribute up to $5,000. 
 
Mayor Williams has scheduled a meeting with the Colstrip Police Bargaining Unit.  Mayor 
Williams asked one of the City Council members, along with Attorney Ryder, to participate with 
contract negotiations.  City Council decided to wait until after the election to determine which 
council member will participate. 
   
Unfinished Business:   None. 
 
New Business: 
Councilperson Harbin moved to approve Resolution No. 09-R15, funding for the Schoolhouse 
History Art and Center in the amount of $87,151 per year.  Mayor Williams called twice for a 
second to the motion.  No second was made.  Motion died. 
 
Councilperson Harbin doesn’t understand why there is an issue with the funding since the 
budget was approved with the full amount requested by SHAC and no issues were raised.  
Councilperson Harbin feels if there was an issue with the amount of funding it should have 
been deliberated during the budget process.  Mayor Williams stated approval of the budget is 
not a guarantee of payment; it is just an appropriation that would allow for the expenditure to 
occur if approved by the city council.  Councilperson Stewart has a concern with the amount of 
funding requested and is interested in how the other council members feel. 
 
Councilperson Becker moved to table Resolution No. 09-R15.  Councilperson Ellison seconded 
the motion.  Discussion:  City Clerk/Treasurer Richards explained the difference between 
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tabling an issue and postponing.  Councilpersons Ellison, Stewart and Harbin voted nay.  
Councilperson Becker voted in favor.  Motion failed 3-1. 
 
Councilperson Harbin moved to postpone action on Resolution No. 09-R15 until the next 
council meeting and invite SHAC board members.  Councilperson Stewart seconded the motion.   
No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve Resolution 09-R16 increasing the Mayor’s Salary by 
$200 per month effective July 1, 2009.  Councilperson Harbin seconded the motion.  Discussion:  
Councilperson Harbin proposed this increase due to the Mayor working full-time but only 
receiving part-time compensation.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the contract with Public Sector Personnel Consultants 
not to exceed $15,000.   Councilperson Stewart seconded the motion.  Discussion:  
Councilperson Harbin asked if the work would be done on site or off site.  Mayor Williams 
responded work will be done both on site and off site.   Councilperson Harbin asked about 
including cities around the state and benefits in the analysis.  Councilperson Ellison asked if this 
expense was included in the budget.  The city budgeted $10,000 so a $5,000 transfer will need 
to be made from somewhere else in the budget.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Becker moved to approve Contract Amendment #2 for Engineering Services with 
Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson on the Sweetgrass Subdivision Paving Project in the amount of 
$8,000.  Councilperson Ellison seconded the motion.  No discussion.   Motion carried with all 
favor. 
 
Councilperson Stewart moved to approve the purchase of a multistage centrifugal air blower 
and motor in the amount of $29,720 for the sewage treatment plant as requested by Public 
Works Supervisor Bleth.  Councilperson Becker seconded the motion.  No discussion.  Motion 
carried with all in favor. 
 
 
 
Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.   
 
       
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer 


