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City Council Meeting 
July 14, 2009 

 

Present: Mayor John Williams, Councilpersons Rick Harbin, Betty Jo Ellison and 
Dan Becker 

 
Also Present: Public Works Supervisor John Bleth, City Attorney Gary Ryder, City 

Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Fire Chief Ryan Reid, Police Chief Larry 
Reinlasoder, and Zoning/Code Enforcement/Building Inspector Jan 
Morgan 

 

 

Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Becker seconded 
the motion.    No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 

a. Minutes of 6/23/09 Regular Meeting   
b. Claims Roster June 2009 
c. Claims Roster July 2009 

 
 
Departmental Reports: 
Department Reports were given by Police Chief Reinlasoder, Zoning/Code Enforcement/ 
Building Inspector Morgan, Fire Chief Reid, Attorney Ryder, Public Works Supervisor Bleth and 
City Clerk/Treasurer Richards in addition to written reports provided in Council’s packets. 
 
 
Public Comment and Participation:    
Jim Atchison, Executive Director of SouthEastern Montana Development Corporation, updated 
the City Council on the recycling project started over a year ago.  The person interested did 
receive a grant but due to the decrease in price of cardboard, the project may not be financially 
feasible.   Mr. Atchison will be submitting packets to the City Council for their next regular 
meeting regarding the city’s membership and renewal for the new fiscal year.  Mr. Atchison 
also asked the city to consider co-sponsoring the dinner for the Energy Open in August as in 
years past.  
 
Les Mahon, 7390 Castle Rock Lake Drive, thanked the council for their effort, thought and work 
that went into the fireworks ordinance and the police department for enforcement of the 
ordinance.  Mr. Mahon commented the public fireworks display was tremendous, especially for 
the size of our community, and complimented the fire department. 
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Mayor’s Communications: 
Councilperson Ellison moved to accept the resignation of Susan Hert from the Colstrip City 
Council effective July 2, 2009.  Councilperson Harbin seconded the motion.  No discussion.  
Motion carried with all in favor.  Councilperson Ellison commended Susan for her years of 
service. 
 
The Budget Committee will meet tomorrow at City Hall at 1:00 pm to begin work on the 2009-
2010 fiscal year budget.  
 
Mayor Williams attended the Montana League of Cities and Towns Board meeting last month 
and copied council on information received at the meeting.  The annual conference is in 
October in Great Falls. 
 
Unfinished Business:   
Councilperson Harbin moved to approve the revised Interim Agreement with PPL Montana for 
Management of Groundwater Dewatering Wells.  Councilperson Ellison seconded the motion.  
No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
New Business: 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the contract with Arrow Striping & Manufacturing for 
the striping of city streets in the amount of $12,591.90.  Councilperson Becker seconded the 
motion.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Harbin moved to approve the purchase of Sewer Lagoon Aerators as requested 
by Public Works Supervisor Bleth in the amount of $14,000.  Councilperson Ellison seconded 
the motion.  Discussion:  Councilperson Harbin asked if this equipment will help with the smell 
from the lagoon.  Public Works Supervisor Bleth responded it will.  Motion carried 3-0.  
 
Councilperson Becker moved to approve Resolution 09-R10, declaring certain city equipment as 
surplus and authorizing its disposal.  Councilperson Harbin seconded the motion.  No 
discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor.  
 
Councilperson Harbin moved to approve Salary & Wage Increases as recommended by Mayor 
Williams as follows: $1.14 per hour for all employees except Summer Help - $.25 per hour and 
Reserve Police Officers - $1.00 per hour.  Councilperson Ellison seconded the motion.  
Discussion:  Councilperson Harbin asked how Mayor Williams developed his recommendation.  
Mayor Williams explained it is the same amount as last year.  He used the same method as 
Rosebud County, by averaging the hourly rate of the department heads and multiplying by 4%.  
Councilpersons Harbin and Ellison voted in favor.  Councilperson Becker abstained due to 
conflict of interest; he is an employee of the city.  Mayor Williams voted in favor.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 7:58 p.m.   
 
       
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer 


