
City Council Meeting
June 9, 2009

Present: Mayor John Williams, Councilpersons Rick Harbin, Betty Jo Ellison, Dan
Becker, and Susan Hert

Also Present: Public Works Supervisor John Bleth, City Attorney Gary Ryder, City
Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Police Sgt. Cory Hert, Zoning/Code
Enforcement/Building Inspector Jan Morgan, and Fire Chief Ryan Reid

Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Following the Pledge of Allegiance,
Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call.

Consent Agenda:
Councilperson Becker moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Counci/person Ellison seconded
the motion. No discussion. Motion carried with all in favor.

a. Minutes of 5/26/09 Regular Meeting
b. Claims Roster 6/05/09

Departmental Reports:
Department Reports were given by Fire Chief Reid, Zoning/Code Enforcement/Building
Inspector Morgan, Police Sgt. Hert, Public Works Supervisor Bleth, Attorney Ryder and City
Clerk/Treasurer Richards in addition to written reports provided in Council's packets.

Public Comment and Participation:
Mayor Williams opened the Variance Hearing for 2561 Chisholm at 7:23 p.m. Zoning/Code
Enforcement Officer Morgan explained the variance request is for the purpose of building a
garage exceeding the 1,200 square feet limitation in the R-l Residential District. Mrs. Morgan
stated the Shahan's have purchased 3 lots which equals lot sizes in the Sweetgrass acreage
area, which has a 1,500 square feet garage size limitation. Mrs. Morgan has received objections
to allowing garage sizes over the 1,200 square feet maximum. Mrs. Morgan struggles with a
recommendation on this request and will leave it up to City Council to decide. No other
comments were received regarding this variance request. Mayor Williams closed the hearing at
7:31 p.m.

Mayor Williams opened the Sewer Rate Increase Hearing at 7:38 pm. Mayor Williams
introduced Harry Whalen of Montana Rural Water Systems who explained the city's sewer rate
structure, state law regarding rates and charges for sewer systems and other issues affecting
the sewer system.
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Mark Faas, of 2132 Chisholm Drive and owner of Skookumchucks laundry, commented the
letter that was sent out by the Mayor stated the base rate is determined by the water service.
Both his home and business have a 1"water service line but a %" meter that restricts the flow
and feels he should only be charged a %" connection charge. Harry suggested Mr. Faas contact
the City Clerk/Treasurer to request a meeting with the Public Works Supervisor and Mayor to
review the situation.

Tom Shahan, 29 Plum Court, is having problems understanding the decision to move the lift
station from Orchard Drive to city owned property across Willow Avenue. Mayor Williams
explained an easement was never obtained from the landowner when the lift station was
installed prior to the city's incorporation and the city was having difficulty obtaining written
authorization from the current property owner. This way the lift station will be on city property
and the city will never have to worry about obtaining an easement or affecting residential
property.

Mayor Williams closed the hearing at 7:54 p.m.

Mayor's Communications:
Mayor Williams would like to establish a committee to work with Colstrip Park and Recreation
District on the revitalization of the fountain next to city hall. Councilpersons Ellison and Becker
volunteered to serve on the committee. This committee will also work with the Montana
Department of Transportation regarding the geological information marker.

Mayor Williams submitted a letter to council regarding filllng the Administrative position
identified in the city's charter. The city previously had a similar position that was a contracted
service with Kathie Bailey. Mayor Williams plans to handle this through the budget process.

Colstrip Days will be June 25, 26 & 27 this year. Mayor Williams announced some of the
activities planned during the event.

Unfinished Business:
Councilperson Harbin moved to accept the low bid submitted by CMG Construction in the
amount of $554,097.00 for the Sweetgrass Paving Project - Phase I. Counci/person Ellison
seconded the motion. Discussion: Councilperson Harbin asked since the bid is lower than the
engineer's estimate ifthe city had any plans of expanding the project. Mayor Williams stated
the city will stay within the scope of the project as bid. Councllperson Harbin commented he
was not aware of any other community that pays for street work out of the General Fund; they
are usually paid for by SID's placed on the property owners taxes in the area the work is done.
Motion carried with all in favor.
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New Business:
Councilperson Hert moved to approve the Garage Size Variance Request for 2561 Chisholm.
Councilperson Ellison seconded the motion. Discussion: Attorney Ryder does not have any
objection to this variance request because there are 3 lots, but he suggested establishing some
additional criteria regarding garage size variances. Councilperson Ellison stated there are not
very many houses in town of this size and feels the garage as proposed by the Shanans will be
really nice and wonders if the city should possibly reconsider some of its reguiations.
Councilperson Becker asked for clarification of the garage size. The drawings submitted
indicate a size of 1,605 square feet but the variance request is for a 1,800 square feet garage.
Robin Shahan, owner of the property, explained they asked for the additional square footage as
they drew their own drawings and are not experienced in construction and wanted to leave
themselves a little room for error. Councilperson Harbin abstained from voting due to being a
member of the city's Zoning Commission Mrs. Shahan being a member of his employer's (CPRD)
Board of Directors. Counci/persons Ellison, Becker and Hert voted in favor. Motion carried 3-0.

Councilperson Becker moved to increase the Sewer Service Rate $6.71 per EDU per month
effective immediately. Councilperson Ellison seconded the motion. Discussion: Councilperson
Hert asked questions about the current cash balance of the sewer account and average
monthly revenues and expenditures. Councilperson Harbin asked when the city will receive its
share of the economic stimulus funds that will assist in funding the sewer lift station. City
Clerk/Treasurer Richards stated the process of requesting those funds has not been finalized
but as soon as it is the city will make the request. Motion carried with all in favor.

c el e Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer
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