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City Council Meeting 
March 8, 2016 

 
 
Present: Mayor John Williams, Councilpersons Greg Koczur, Jolene Verlanic and Mike 

Esser 
 
Absent: Councilperson Tom Jankowski 

 
Also Present: City Attorney Gary Ryder, Public Works Director Bryan Swan, City 

Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Assistant Police Chief Kris Egan, 
Planning/Zoning & Code Official Denise Sisson and Fire Chief Rob Pontius  

 
 
Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
Councilperson Koczur moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Verlanic seconded the 
motion.  There was no discussion or public comment received.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 

• Minutes of 2/23/16 Regular Meeting 
• Claims Roster 3/4/16 

 
Departmental Reports: 
Reports were given by Assistant Police Chief Egan, Fire Chief Pontius, Planning/Zoning & Code Official 
Sisson, City Attorney Ryder, Public Works Director Swan and City Clerk/Treasurer Richards.   
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
Mayor Williams attended the Executive Academy in Bozeman last week.  This is an annual conference 
for Montana Mayors and City Managers.   
 
Mayor Williams is working with Public Works Director Swan on a response to DEQ regarding the 
wastewater clarifier.  The City needs to move forward with the project since the City was awarded a 
Coal Board Grant to help fund it.   
 
The Municipal Elected Officials Workshop in Billings is in May.  Mayor Williams encouraged the council 
members, especially the new ones, to attend if they can. 
 
Mayor Williams contacted the Rosebud County Commissioners about the information presented at the 
last City Council meeting from the library.  The commissioners stated the 5% budget reduction is a very 
preliminary number, only for one year and is only for those departments that have exceeded their 
budget. 
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Mayor Williams has discussed some possible Coal Board Grants with Public Works Director Swan, 
including engineering for the Zone 3 Water Storage Tank and a milling machine.  Public input will be 
solicited also for grant suggestions. 
 
 
Public Comment:   
Jim Atchison, Director at SouthEastern Montana Development Corporation and resident at 7411 Castle 
Rock Lake Drive, presented information on creating, developing and funding a Colstrip Community 
Development Strategy.   
 
Ed Buchholz, 4416 Remington, lives across from the new Bed and Breakfast.  It was voted down by the 
City Council and he thought it was a done deal.  He has since dumped a lot of money into his place and 
ready to sell it.  However, the issue has been reopened and he would like to know why.  He asked if 
there is a fee to file an appeal and why he wasn’t notified that is was being reconsidered.  Mayor 
Williams responded he is not sure of a fee to file an appeal and that public notice was given.  Mr. 
Buchholz also stated he would like to see people on the Zoning Commission that are affected by this. 
 
Attorney Ryder explained the process starts with the Zoning Commission.  This was done last year and 
the Zoning Commission approved that request.  An appeal of the Zoning Commission’s decision last 
year was filed and heard by the City Council, which reversed the Zoning Commission’s decision.  The 
applicant made some changes and refiled their request, which was again approved by the Zoning 
Commission.  The City’s policies currently do not prohibit someone from refiling a Conditional Use 
request. 
 
Unfinished Business: None. 
 
  
New Business: 
Councilperson Koczur moved to approve Resolution No. 2016-R04, granting an easement to 
NorthWestern Energy.  Councilperson Esser seconded the motion.   
Discussion:  None.   
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Verlanic moved to award the bid for the purchase of a Solid Waste Truck from Montana 
Peterbilt for a 2016 Peterbilt with Dadee Scorpion compactor in the amount of $257,640.00 minus the 
trade-in of the 2007 garbage truck in the amount of $9,850 plus a 5-year extended warranty of $4,282 
for a net price of $252,072.00.   
Councilperson Koczur seconded the motion. 
Discussion: Councilperson Koczur asked about selling the 2007 garbage truck instead of trading it in.  
Public Works Director Swan stated this was tried before and didn’t work out as well so Mr. Swan 
recommends trading it in.  Councilperson Esser asked about the warranty and Councilperson Verlanic 
asked about the life span of the truck.   
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried with all in favor.   
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Councilperson Verlanic moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with Rosebud County 
regarding the Senior Citizens Van.   Councilperson Koczur seconded the motion.   
Discussion:  None.   
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
 
Administrative Matters: 
Mayor Williams reported there is a SouthEastern Montana Development Corporation annual meeting 
at City Hall tomorrow beginning at 1:00 pm.   
 
Adjournment: 
Councilperson Koczur moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilperson Esser seconded the motion.  
Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 7:50 pm. 
 
        
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer 


