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City Council Meeting 

April 14, 2009 

 

Present: Mayor John Williams, Councilpersons Rick Harbin, Dan Becker, and Susan 
Hert 

 
Absent: Councilperson Ellison 
 
Also Present: Public Works Supervisor John Bleth, City Attorney Gary Ryder, City 

Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Police Chief Larry Reinlasoder, Fire 
Chief Ryan Reid and Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer Jan Morgan 

 

 

Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, 

Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call. 

Consent Agenda: 
Councilperson Becker moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Hert seconded 
the motion.    No discussion.   Motion carried with all in favor. 
 

a. Minutes of 3/24/09 Regular Meeting   
b. Claims Roster 4/10/09 

 
 
Departmental Reports: 
Department Reports were given by Police Chief Reinlasoder, Zoning/Code Enforcement 
Officer/Building Inspector Morgan, Fire Chief Reid, City Attorney Ryder, Public Works 
Supervisor Bleth, and City Clerk/Treasurer Richards in addition to written reports provided in 
Council’s packets. 
 
Public Comment and Participation:    
Mayor Williams opened the Variance Hearing for 2421 Pryor Court South at 7:21 p.m.  No 
comments were received for or against the variance request.  Mayor Williams closed the 
hearing at 7:22 p.m.  
 
LeAnne Crippen, of 6619 Browning, has been reading in the newspaper about substance abuse 
and underage drinking.  Mrs. Crippen believes underage drinking is a problem in our 
community.  Mrs. Crippen is a certified defense driving instructor through the National Safety 
Council and is certified in other classes also such as Drug & Alcohol Awareness.   She is trying 
different avenues to start a defensive driving course locally and has met with the city judge, 
who is 100% supportive.  She recently purchased a projector and laptop to teach the class.  The 
Driver’s Education program at the school teaches how to drive, how the vehicle works, what 
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the law is, etc.  Defensive Driving is a course she truly believes in program which hits hard on 
the use of seat belts, drinking and driving and other safety issues.  Mrs. Crippen will be available 
to teach the course to city employees if the city is interested. 
 
Mrs. Crippen recently had a medical emergency at her home and due to that experience feels 
all of our police officers should all be trained as first responders and have AEDs (automatic 
external defibulator) in their vehicles.  
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
Mayor Williams read a Proclamation declaring April 12 -18, 2009 as National Public Safety 
Telecommunications Week in honor of our city dispatchers. 
 
Unfinished Business: None. 
 
New Business: 
Councilperson Becker moved to approve the Variance Request for 2421 Pryor Court South for a 
home to extend six feet into the front setback and two feet into the rear setback.   
Councilperson Harbin seconded the motion.  Discussion:  Councilperson Harbin asked if law 
enforcement or the fire department had reviewed the variance request and had any visibility 
concerns since it is a corner lot.  Police Chief Reinlasoder quickly reviewed the variance request 
and stated even though this is the first time he has seen it he does not see any concerns or 
problems.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Hert moved to approve Resolution 09-R04, adopting the Revised and Restated 
Interlocal Agreement with Montana Municipal Interlocal Authority (name changed from 
Montana Municipal Insurance Authority).  Councilperson Harbin seconded the motion.  No 
discussion.   Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Harbin moved to approve Resolution 09-R05, adopting the Revised and Restated 
Workers’ Compensation Program Agreement with MMIA.  Councilperson Becker seconded the 
motion.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Becker moved to approve Resolution 09-R06, adopting the Revised and Restated 
Liability Coverage Program Agreement with MMIA.  Councilperson Hert seconded the motion.  
No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Hert moved to approve Resolution 09-R07, adopting the Revised and Restated 
Property Program Agreement with MMIA.  Councilperson Becker seconded the motion.  No 
discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Since one of the council members is an employee and the other council member is a spouse of 
an employee, Attorney Ryder felt it would be a conflict of interest for them to vote on 
Resolution 09-R08.  Due to the absence of Councilperson Ellison at this meeting, this resolution 
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will be acted upon at the next meeting when the two council members who do not have a 
conflict and the Mayor are present to vote on the resolution. 
 
Councilperson Harbin moved to approve an updated System Development Fee for Water 
Service at $2,652.00 per Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU).  Councilperson Hert seconded the 
motion.  Discussion:  Councilperson Becker asked how often this fee is updated.   Mayor 
Williams stated this is the first update to the fee since its initial adoption in 2005.  Public Works 
Supervisor Bleth explained the update in the fee is necessary due to the increased costs of the 
water system and lower number of EDU’s.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Becker moved to schedule a Special Council Meeting on Wednesday, April 22, 
2009 at 1:00 pm at City Hall to award the bid for replacement of the Orchard Lift Station.  
Councilperson Hert seconded the motion.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
 
Administrative Matters: 
Mayor Williams reported Arbor Day is planned for Friday, May 1st.  Clean-up day will be the 
preceding day, Thursday April 30th.   
 
Councilperson Harbin asked Attorney Ryder about the County Attorney’s Quarterly Report 
submitted by Michael Hayworth.  Attorney Ryder stated he has not seen the report. 
 
Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 7:44 p.m.   
 


