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City Council Meeting 
September 8, 2015 

 
 
Present: Mayor Rose Hanser, Councilpersons Greg Koczur, Lawretta Miller, Tom 

Jankowski and John Williams  
 
Also Present: Fire Chief Rob Pontius, City Attorney Gary Ryder, City Clerk/Treasurer 

Michelle Richards, Police Chief Cory Hert and Public Works Director Bryan 
Swan 

 
 
Mayor Hanser called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
Councilperson Jankowski moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Koczur  seconded 
the motion.  No discussion or public comment received.   Motion carried with all in favor. 

• Minutes of 8/25/15 Regular Meeting 
• Claims Roster 9/4/15 

 
Departmental Reports: 
Reports were given by Police Chief Hert, Fire Chief Pontius, City Attorney Ryder, Public Works 
Director Swan and City Clerk/Treasurer Richards. 
 
Public Comment:   
Mayor Hanser opened the Public Hearing for the Solid Waste Collection Special Assessments at 
7:18 pm.  No comments received.  Mayor Hanser closed the hearing at 7:18 pm. 
 
No other public comment was received.  
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
The Montana Coal Board has moved to electronic approval of the grant contracts but the City can 
opt out and receive hard copies.  As Chairman of the Coal Board, Councilperson Williams stated 
this is the direction the department has gone with approval of contracts even though he doesn’t 
personally like it.   
 
Unfinished Business: 
Councilperson Koczur moved to dispense with the reading and approve second reading of 
Ordinance 2015-01, amending City Code Section 9-1B-13.  Councilperson Jankowski seconded the 
motion.   
Discussion:  Councilperson Williams asked if the Mayor has received any comments.  Mayor 
Hanser stated she has not.   
Public Comment:  None.   
Motion carried with all in favor. 
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New Business: 
Councilperson Miller moved to approve Resolution No. 2015-R12, levying Solid Waste Collection 
Special Assessments.  Councilperson Koczur seconded the motion.   
Discussion:  Mayor Hanser pointed out that the 96-gallon container assessment has not been 
increased since the city’s incorporation.   
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Jankowski moved to approve Resolution No. 2015-R13, increasing the 
compensation of the Mayor and City Council members.  Councilperson Koczur seconded the 
motion.   
Discussion:  Councilperson Miller’s opinion on this has not changed since the last time this was 
proposed.  She does not feel the council members need an increase, however she does agree with 
an increase in compensation for the Mayor due to the amount of time involved with the position.  
Councilperson Jankowski stated there has been no increase the past six years.  He does not feel 
the increase is out of line and the impact is very minimal.  Councilperson Williams feels the 
increase is a reasonable amount.  The council members bring a significant amount of talent and 
experience to the table in representing the residents of Colstrip.  It is an insignificant amount in 
comparison to the amount of responsibility involved.     
Public Comment:  None received. 
Councilpersons Williams, Jankowski and Koczur voted in favor.  Councilperson Miller voted against.  
Motion carried 3-1. 
 
Councilperson Koczur moved to retire Daisy the Drug Dog as of September 9, 2015.   
Councilperson Jankowski seconded the motion.   
Discussion:  None 
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Koczur moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the Montana 
Public Employees Association to amend the collective bargaining agreements to allow the 
purchase of pants with the employee clothing allowance.  Councilperson Jankowski seconded the 
motion.   
Discussion:  None. 
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Jankowski moved to approve the purchase of 2016 Dodge Ram patrol vehicle from 
the Billion Auto Group in amount of $38,234.00.  Councilperson Koczur seconded the motion.   
Discussion:  Police Chief Hert addressed the City Council regarding his request.  Councilperson 
Jankowski commended Police Chief Hert for saving the City $1,966 on this vehicle purchase. 
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Koczur moved to approve the purchase and install of in-car video cameras for the 
police department in the amount of $33,255.00.  Councilperson Jankowski seconded the motion.   
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Discussion:  Councilperson Koczur asked when the installation will be complete.  Chief Hert said 
the field representative will be here tomorrow for a demonstration but installation has not been 
scheduled yet due to the requirement of council’s approval of the purchase first.  
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Administrative Matters: 
The Alder Court Bid Opening will be September 15th.   
 
Adjournment: 
Councilperson Jankowski moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilperson Koczur seconded the 
motion.  Mayor Hanser adjourned the meeting at 7:45 pm. 
 
        
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer 


