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City Council Meeting 
March 10, 2009 

 

Present: Mayor John Williams Councilpersons Rick Harbin, Dan Becker, Susan Hert 
and Betty Jo Ellison 

Also Present: City Attorney Gary Ryder, Public Works Supervisor John Bleth, City 
Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Fire Chief Ryan Reid, Police Chief Larry 
Reinlasoder, and Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector 
Jan Morgan 

 
 
 Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, City 

Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call. 
 

Consent Agenda: 

Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Becker seconded 
the motion.    Discussion:  Councilperson Harbin asked about the three different internet 
service providers.  Clerk/Treasurer Richards explained the city started with TCT at all city 
departments but due to service failures and irregularities, City Hall and the Police Department 
switched to Qwest.  TCT never could get internet service working at the Fire Department so 
they switched to Cable Montana.  Service at the City Shop has continued with TCT due to the 
service cost is the lowest.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 

a. Minutes of 2/24/09 Regular Meeting   
b. Claims Roster 3/06/09 
c. Journal Voucher No. 09-05 

 
 
Departmental Reports: 
Department Reports were given by Police Chief Reinlasoder, Fire Chief Reid, Zoning/Code 
Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Morgan, City Attorney Ryder, Public Works Supervisor 
Bleth and City Clerk/Treasurer Richards in addition to written reports provided in Council’s 
packets. 
 
Public Works Supervisor Bleth reported sometime Sunday night the Orchard Lift Station flooded 
and ruined the pump, motor, and controls.  Replacement of this 38-year-old lift station has 
been planned for in the next year or two and the city had hoped it would continue working until 
then.  A temporary bypass system arrived today.  The city’s engineers and the Montana 
Department of Environmental Quality have been contacted and requested plans be drawn up 
and approved as soon as possible to repair and/or replace.   Estimated replacement cost is over 
$200,000.  Councilperson Harbin requested special meetings be called, if necessary, to move 
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forward with putting the project out to bid, awarding the bid, etc.  Attorney Ryder commented 
in certain emergency situations the city may not have to go through the formal bid process.  He 
will check into this. 
 
Public Comment and Participation:   None. 
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
The Coal Board will meet via teleconference this Friday.  Currently the Coal Board has no funds 
available to award grants until the legislature finalizes the budget.  Hopefully the Coal Board 
will receive additional funding from the Federal Stimulus Program.  
 
The City/County Planning Board will meet in Colstrip at City Hall at 7:00 pm on Thursday, March 
12, 2009. 
 
Unfinished Business:  None. 
 
New Business:   
City Clerk/Treasurer Richards opened the only Grounds Maintenance Bid received.  LP 
Contracting, Inc. submitted a bid of $595.00 per week for maintenance of all city property plus 
$25.00 per hour for sprinkler maintenance and cost plus 10% for sprinkler system parts and 
supplies.  Councilperson Ellison requested information on how much it would cost for the city 
to do grounds maintenance itself with city employees.  Public Works Supervisor Bleth will 
compile the requested information for council members.  City Council will take action on the 
bid award at the next regular meeting. 
 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the lease agreement with Hensleighs to lease a portion 
of city property located at 15 Cherry Street.  Councilperson Hert seconded the motion.  No 
discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
 
 
Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 7:58 pm. 
 
       
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer 


