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City Council Meeting 
January 27, 2009 

 

Present: Councilpersons Rick Harbin, Dan Becker, Susan Hert and Betty Jo Ellison 

Absent: Mayor John Williams 

Also Present: Public Works Supervisor John Bleth, City Attorney Gary Ryder, City 
Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Police Chief Larry Reinlasoder, Fire 
Chief Ryan Reid and Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector 
Jan Morgan 

 
 
 Council President Rick Harbin called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of 

Allegiance, Council President Harbin requested a Moment of Silence in memory of Trevor 
Johnson, a Marine from Colstrip killed in action while serving his country.  City Clerk /Treasurer 
Richards called the Roll Call. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Becker seconded 
the motion.    Discussion:  Councilperson Becker asked if Claim #12664 to First Interstate Bank is 
the city’s corporate credit card.  Clerk/Treasurer Richards responded it was; these purchases 
were made via credit card.   Motion carried with all in favor. 
 

a. Minutes of 1/13/09 Regular Meeting   
b. Claims Roster 1/22/09 
c. December Treasurer’s Report 

 
 
Departmental Reports: 
Department Reports were given by Fire Chief Reid, Public Works Supervisor Bleth, Police Chief 
Reinlasoder, Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector Morgan, City Attorney Ryder, 
and City Clerk/Treasurer Richards in addition to written reports provided in Council’s packets. 
 
Public Comment and Participation:    
Jim Atchison, 7405 Castlerock Lake Drive, just got back from the Colstrip Day Reception in 
Helena where he reported 75-100 attendees with many legislators from around the state.  Mr. 
Atchison updated the City Council on Coal Board matters also. 
 
As Executive Director of SouthEastern Montana Development Center, Mr. Atchison stated his 
support of the lease transfer for the Montana Moose Coffee Kiosk.  
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Mayor’s Communications: 
On behalf of Mayor Williams, Council President Harbin reminded everyone of the Health Fair on 
February 11th at City Hall for employees and elected officials.  Mayor Williams also circulated 
information on the Economic Stimulus Package to council members. 
 
Unfinished Business:   
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve Resolution 09-R01, regarding NorthWestern Energy’s 
protested tax settlement.  Councilperson Hert seconded.  No discussion.  Motion carried with 
all in favor. 
 
New Business: 
Laurie and Jared Garner, 6627 Browning Drive, would like the City Council to transfer the lease 
of the land their coffee kiosk is on to the proposed new owners of Montana Moose Espresso.  
Shane & Chelsea Hensleigh, of 7404 Castlerock Lake Drive, stated they are in the process of 
purchasing the coffee kiosk from the Garners and would like the lease agreement transferred to 
them.  Councilperson Hert asked if Hensleigh’s would prefer a new lease or transfer of the 
existing lease.  Mrs. Hensleigh responded they would prefer a new lease and for a length of 5 
years, if possible.  Council President Harbin asked Attorney Ryder what the Council’s options 
are.  Attorney Ryder suggested approving transfer of the lease tonight and then enter into 
discussions for a new lease with the new owners.  Councilperson Hert moved to approve 
transferring the lease with Jared & Laurie Garner to Shane & Chelsea Hensleigh.  Councilperson 
Ellison seconded the motion.   No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Council President Harbin explained the city applied for a grant through the Montana 
Department of Natural Resources and Development for $12,541.07 for landscaping and trees at 
the new City Hall.  DNRC granted $7,741.00 of the request, which is a matching grant.  Council-
person Ellison moved to accept the 2009 Urban Forestry Grant in the amount of $7,741.00 and 
approve the Grant Agreement.   Councilperson Becker seconded the motion.  Discussion:  
Council President Harbin asked about the timeline of the work and deadline for the grant.  
Public Works Supervisor Bleth stated the work will be done this spring and the grant deadline is 
June 15th.  Councilperson Ellison recognized city employee Tana Pippin for preparing the grant 
application and other grants she has helped obtain for the city.  Motion carried with all favor.   
 
Council President Harbin explained the city sometimes rents city equipment to contractors 
working with the city and city residents also request use of city equipment.  The City does not 
want to go into the rental business or compete with local businesses.  Councilperson Ellison 
moved to approve the Rental Agreement and add a clause regarding fuel use/costs.  
Councilperson Hert seconded the motion.  Discussion:  Councilperson Becker does not like the 
idea of renting out city equipment.   Councilperson Hert asked if Mr. Becker uses city 
equipment.  Councilperson Becker responded he does not.  Councilperson Hert asked if 
Councilperson Becker has a problem with city employees using city equipment.  Councilperson 
Becker responded he does not feel that is necessary either; the equipment is paid for with 
taxpayers dollars and there are businesses in town that rent equipment.  Councilperson Hert 
asked if the city’s equipment is rented out and becomes damaged, whose insurance is 



 3 

responsible for repairs.  Attorney Ryder responded the city’s insurance would probably cover it 
and then they would seek restitution from the renter of the equipment.  Council President 
Harbin asked if the proposed rental agreement would legally be enforceable.  Attorney Ryder 
responded it is, but the city could also require deposits.  Public Works Supervisor Bleth 
explained when residents have sewer line problems there is no local source to rent the kind of 
equipment needed.  The city also has been able to work with contractors when they needed to 
rent equipment so the city swapped services or received cost savings on projects by letting 
them use city equipment instead of mobilizing and renting equipment from other places.  
However, there has never been any formal documentation or agreements on these rentals.  
Attorney Ryder suggested the city develop a policy on renting city equipment. Councilperson 
Becker stated sometimes the equipment comes back broken but the city does not know it until 
they need to use it and can’t.  City Clerk/Treasurer Richards commented the need for the rental 
agreement form is due to problems in collecting rental fees, documenting who has city 
equipment and making sure everyone who uses the equipment is paying for it.  Councilpersons 
Hert and Becker voted nay.  Council President Harbin voted aye.  Councilperson Ellison 
abstained due to conflict of interest.  Motion failed. 
 
 
Council President Harbin adjourned the meeting at 7:58 pm. 
 
       
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer 


