
City Council Meeting 
January 13, 2009 

 
 

Present: Mayor John Williams, Councilpersons Rick Harbin, Dan Becker and Betty 
Jo Ellison 

Absent: Councilperson Susan Hert 

Also Present: Public Works Supervisor John Bleth, City Attorney Gary Ryder, City 
Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Police Chief Larry Reinlasoder, Fire 
Chief Ryan Reid, and City Judge Gail Beckham   

 
 
 Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, City  

Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call. 
 

Consent Agenda: 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Becker seconded 
the motion.    No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 

a. Minutes of 12/23/08 Regular Meeting   
b. Claims Roster 1/9/09 

 
Departmental Reports: 
Department Reports were given by Police Chief Reinlasoder, Fire Chief Reid, City Attorney 
Ryder, Public Works Supervisor Bleth, City Clerk/Treasurer Richards and City Judge Beckham in 
addition to written reports provided in Council’s packets. 
 
Councilperson Ellison complimented the Public Works Department on the snow removal.  She 
has been to other towns and feels in comparison Colstrip does an excellent job.  
 
 
Public Comment and Participation:   None. 
 
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
Mayor Williams participated in a conference call today with the Montana League of Cities & 
Towns regarding the Economic Stimulus Package.  The city provided project requests via SEMDC 
to the Montana Department of Commerce.  The league will be preparing information for cities  
and towns to adopt a resolution prioritizing their requests.   
 
Mayor Williams reported a Christian/Rock concert was held at City Hall last Sunday evening 
with approximately 85 people, both students and adults, attending.   
 



Unfinished Business:   
Mayor Williams presented Ordinance 08-03 for second reading, waiving the reading of the 
ordinance in its entirety.  The ordinance amends the parking regulations along city streets and 
public property.  Councilperson Harbin moved to approve the second reading of Ordinance 08-
03 with the amendments submitted by Attorney Ryder.  Councilperson Ellison seconded the 
motion.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor.  The ordinance becomes effective in 30 
days. 
 
New Business: 
Councilperson Becker moved to approve Task Order #4 with Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson for 
engineering services for the Sweetgrass Neighborhood Pavement Project Phase I, not to exceed 
$7,100.  Councilperson Ellison seconded the motion.   Discussion:  Councilperson Harbin asked 
if this would complete the whole neighborhood.  Public Works Supervisor Bleth explained it 
would not, two phases will be necessary.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve Task Order #5 with Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson, not to 
exceed $4,000, for engineering services on the Backwash Pond Effluent Treatment & Disposal 
project.   Councilperson Becker seconded the motion.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all 
favor.   
 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve Task Order #6 with Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson for On-call  
Engineering Services not to exceed $10,000.  Councilperson Becker seconded.  No discussion.  
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Harbin moved to approve Task Order #7 with Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson for 
engineering services for Plum Court Drainage Improvements not to exceed $22,850.  
Councilperson Ellison seconded the motion.  No discussion.   Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Becker moved to nominate Rick Harbin for Council President.  Councilperson 
Ellison seconded the motion.  Mayor Williams asked if there were any other nominations.  No 
other nominations were offered.  Mayor Williams closed the nominations.  Councilpersons 
Ellison and Becker voted in favor.  Councilperson Harbin abstained.  Motion carried.   
 
The following Council Committee Assignments were made: 
 Personnel Committee– Councilpersons Harbin & Becker 
 Public Safety Committee– Councilpersons Ellison & Becker 
 Public Works Committee– Councilpersons Ellison & Hert  
 Budget/Finance Committee– Councilpersons Hert & Harbin 
 
 
Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 7:53 pm. 
 
       
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer   


