
 

City Council Meeting 
November 25, 2014 

 

Present: Mayor Rose Hanser, Councilpersons Lawretta Miller, John Williams, Tom 
Jankowski and Greg Koczur  

 
Also Present: City Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Fire Chief Ryan Reid, City Attorney 

Gary Ryder, Police Chief Cory Hert and Public Works Director Bryan Swan 
 
Mayor Hanser called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
Councilperson Jankowski moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Koczur 
seconded the motion.  No discussion or public comment received.   Motion carried with all in 
favor. 

• Minutes of 11/10/14 Regular Meeting 
• Minutes of 11/10/14 Work Session 
• Claims Roster 11/20/14  
• October Financial Report 
• Journal Voucher Nos. 2014-08 & 2015-02 

 
Departmental Reports: 
Reports were given by Police Chief Hert, Fire Chief Reid, Attorney Ryder, Public Works Director 
Swan and City Clerk/Treasurer Richards. 
 
Mayor's Communications: 
An interview committee conducted interviews for the Building/Planning/Zoning & Code Official 
position due to the retirement of Janet Morgan.  There were only two applicants for the 
position.  One individual is interested in the Building Inspection only portion of the job.  The City 
of Forsyth is looking for a Building Inspector and Mayor Hanser has contacted Forsyth’s Mayor 
about possibly sharing the expense of obtaining the necessary building certification for this 
individual and then each entity could contract with him for building inspection services.  The 
remaining portion of the position would still need to be filled and the position description 
modified.   
 
Public Comment and Participation:   
Jim Atchison, SouthEastern Montana Development Corporation (SEMDC), reminded the City 
Council of one of the services SEMDC provides is planning.  SEMDC will be holding its annual 
Town Hall Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) meeting on Monday, 
December 1, 2014 at City Hall. 
 
Unfinished Business:   
Councilperson Koczur moved to waive the reading of the ordinance in its entirety and approve 
second reading and adoption of Ordinance 2014-02 to rezone the Light Industrial District to an 



 

R-3 Residential District.  Councilperson Miller seconded the motion.  No discussion or comment 
from the public was received.  Motion carried with all in favor.   
 
New Business: 
Councilperson Miller moved to approve the contract with Gary Ryder for Legal Services for 
calendar year 2015 in the amount of $4,200 per month plus mileage and $367.50 per month for 
office expenses.  Councilperson Williams seconded the motion.  Discussion:  Attorney Ryder 
commented this may be his last year of serving as City Attorney.  No public comment received.  
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Jankowski moved to table the Water and Sewer Base Rate changes until those 
that would be affected could be present for a Public Hearing.  Councilperson Miller seconded 
the motion.  Discussion:  Councilperson Koczur asked if those persons affected would receive a 
notice.  Councilperson Williams commented it would be appropriate to wait to take action on 
this proposal.  No public comment received.  Motion carried with all in favor.   
 
Councilperson Jankowski moved to approve the purchase of Lift Station Pumps from Advanced 
Pump and Equipment with the addition of slide rails in the amount of $25,310.  Councilperson 
Koczur seconded the motion.  Discussion:  Councilperson Jankowski asked if the bid for the Lift 
Station Improvements Project included the installation of these pumps.  Public Works Director 
Swan responded it does.  No public comment received.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Administrative Matters: 
Councilperson Williams asked about mediation with the two collective bargaining units.  Mayor 
Hanser reported mediation is scheduled to continue on December 9th and 10th.  Councilperson 
Williams asked what is the cost of the mediation.  Mayor Hanser explained the mediation is not 
costing the City anything additional.  The mediator is provided by the State of Montana Board 
of Appeals and there has been no expense incurred by the City’s consultant. 
 
Councilperson Williams asked why the non-union employees have not received a compensation 
increase this year.  Mayor Hanser stated annual compensation increases have not been given 
due to the union negotiations and mediation.  Councilperson Williams feels this is unfair to the 
non-union employees.  A work session to discuss this issue will be held Monday, December 1 at 
2:00 pm.  
 
City Council went into Executive Session at 7:40 pm to discuss a litigation matter.  City Council 
returned from Executive Session at 8:14 pm.   
 
Adjournment: 
Councilperson Jankowski moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilperson Koczur seconded the 
motion.  Mayor Hanser adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm. 
 
 
        
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer 


