
City Council Meeting 
December 23, 2008 

 

Present: Mayor John Williams, Councilpersons Rick Harbin, Dan Becker and Betty 
Jo Ellison 

Absent: Councilperson Susan Hert 

Also Present: Public Works Supervisor John Bleth, City Attorney Gary Ryder, City 
Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Police Chief Larry Reinlasoder, Fire 
Chief Ryan Reid, City Judge Gail Beckham and Zoning/Code Enforcement 
Officer Jan Morgan 

 
 
 Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, City  

Clerk /Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call. 
 

Consent Agenda: 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Becker seconded 
the motion.    No discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 

a. Minutes of 12/09/08 Regular Meeting   
b. Claims Roster  12/19/08 
c. Journal Voucher 09-04 
d. November Treasurer’s Report 

 
Departmental Reports: 
Department Reports were given by Police Chief Reinlasoder, Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer 
Morgan, Fire Chief Reid, City Attorney Ryder, Public Works Supervisor Bleth, and City 
Clerk/Treasurer Richards in addition to written reports provided in Council’s packets. 
 
Councilperson Ellison asked about adding language to the parking ordinance on tonight’s 
agenda regarding considerations for fire protection and ambulance service when they are 
responding to emergencies. 
 
Public Comment and Participation:   None. 
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
 
Mayor Williams reported the Public Employees Retirement Board accepted the city’s request to 
participate in the state’s employee deferred compensation plan.  A meeting will be set up next 
month with employees to explain the plan and enroll those interested in participating. 
 
Members of the Coal Board and staff were very impressed with the City Hall facility when they 
were here for the Coal Board Meeting December 12th.   



 
Unfinished Business:  None. 
 
New Business: 
The state building inspector determined hand rails are necessary for the new City Hall for 
handicap accessibility.  The architect did not think they would be required when he designed 
the building.  Councilperson Harbin moved to approve handicap accessible railings for City Hall 
as required by the state building inspector in the amount of $3,302.00.  Councilperson Ellison 
seconded the motion.   Discussion:  Councilperson Becker noted the cost estimated stated 
Option #2; he asked what Option #1 was.  Mayor Williams explained the other option.  Motion 
carried with all in favor. 
 
Councilperson Ellison moved to approve Change Order #1 with Norvell Construction, LLC, for 
the Water Storage Tank Recoating Project in the amount of $8,910.15.   Councilperson Becker 
seconded the motion.  Discussion:  Councilperson Harbin asked if the city still has retainage or 
warranty on this project.  Mayor Williams replied the city does.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Mayor Williams presented Ordinance 08-03 for first reading, waiving the reading of the 
ordinance in its entirety.  Councilperson Ellison moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance 
08-03, amending parking regulations along city streets and right-of-way.  Councilperson Becker 
seconded.  Discussion:  Councilperson Harbin asked if this ordinance was to address vehicles 
that are being parked or stored and not being used on a regular basis.  Code Enforcement 
Officer Morgan agreed.  Motion carried with all in favor.  The ordinance will be posted and 
second reading held at the next council meeting. 
 
The city was notified by the County Treasurer that the City of Colstrip owes NorthWestern 
Energy a tax refund of $13,158.94 plus $256.77 in interest due to the settlement of their 
protested taxes.  The City has the following options available:  1) pay it; 2) take out of funds 
held by county in tax protest account; and/or 3) levy special protest tax refund mill to recoup 
this amount in the next fiscal year.  Councilperson Harbin made a motion to authorize the 
payment of the $13,415.71 out of the tax protest account held by the county and enact a 
special protest refund mill levy in the next fiscal year to recover the funds.  Councilperson 
Ellison seconded the motion.  Discussion:  Councilperson Harbin explained the reasons the park 
district and medical district levied the special mill levy in previous years.  Councilperson Harbin 
feels if the city didn’t need the money we wouldn’t have levied it.   Councilperson Becker asked 
about the $23,000 held by the county in the protested tax account and if those protests have 
been resolved.  Mayor Williams explained that those protests have not been resolved; this is 
the remaining money left in the account that the city has not requested from the county.   
Attorney Ryder suggested a written resolution be presented at the next meeting for ratification.  
Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
 
Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 7:43 pm. 
 
       
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer 


