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City Council Meeting 
March 12, 2013 

 
 
Present: Mayor Rose Hanser, Councilpersons Lawretta Miller, Tom Jankowski, and John 

Williams 
 
Absent: Councilperson Evan Stewart 
 
Also Present: Public Works Director John Bleth, City Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Police 

Chief Cory Hert, Fire Chief Ryan Reid, City Attorney Gary Ryder and 
Building/Planning Official Jan Morgan 

 
 
Mayor Hanser called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, City 
Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
Councilperson Jankowski moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Miller seconded the 
motion.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 

a. Minutes of 2/26/13 Regular Meeting 
b. Claims Roster 3/6/13 

 
Departmental Reports: 
Reports were given by Police Chief Hert, Building/Planning Official Morgan, Fire Chief Reid, Attorney 
Ryder, Public Works Director Bleth and City Clerk/Treasurer Richards. 
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
The Labor/ Management Committee will receive training tomorrow evening on Interest Based 
Problem Solving.  This training is open to the public.   
 
There is a bill in state legislature to increase the monthly pension payment for volunteer fire 
department members.  Mayor Hanser asked for information from Fire Chief Reid to submit for the 
support of this bill. 
 
Public Comment and Participation:   
Jim Atchison, Director of SouthEastern Montana Development Center, invited City Council and 
employees to the Eastern Montana Impact Coalition Regional Community Outreach event this week 
in Miles City.   
 
Lu Shomate, representing the Schoolhouse History and Art Center, reported they met with the state 
building inspector regarding the repair of SHAC’s foundation and he recommended contacting Bridger 
Steel.   Reid’s Hardware has opened an account with Bridger Steel so that the materials can be 
purchased locally through their business.  SHAC’s board would like to move forward with the 
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foundation repair.  As long as the total project cost is under $50,000 the project does not need to be 
bid out.  City Council had no objection to SHAC moving forward with the foundation repair. 
 
Donna Tauscher, 4160 Prairieview Drive, reported residents in the R-3 District met with the Zoning 
Commission to discuss allowable animals and requested the proposal from that meeting be put on 
the agenda for consideration by the City Council.  Attorney Ryder will need to prepare the proposal in 
ordinance form before the City Council can act on it. 
 
Unfinished Business:  None. 

New Business: 
Mayor Hanser opened the Public Hearing at 7:19 p.m. for a Variance Request at 4185 Prairieview 
Drive.  Building/Planning Official Morgan explained the owners of the property poured a cement pad 
in 2005 for a garage but did not build the garage at that time.  They are now ready to build the garage 
but the City Council adopted an ordinance in 2008 requiring ten feet between principal structures 
and detached garages.  Rick Borsheim, 4185 Prairieview Drive, submitted a plot plan for the property 
showing the property boundaries and the location of the current buildings and proposed garage.  
Councilperson Miller stated she went and looked at the property and doesn’t have any problem 
approving the request.  Mayor Hanser closed the hearing at 7:26 p.m.  Councilperson Miller made a 
motion to approve the Variance Request at 4185 Prairieview Drive for a garage to be placed five feet 
from the principal structure.  Councilperson Jankowski seconded the motion.  There was no 
discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Administrative Matters: 
City Council went into Executive Session at 7:28 p.m. regarding a case before the Human Rights 
Commission.  City Council returned from Executive Session at 7:49 p.m.  Attorney Ryder reported the 
City Council consulted to try and reach a decision on the Human Rights Commission Complaint. 
 
Adjournment: 
Mayor Hanser adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  
 
        
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer 


