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City Council Meeting 
February 26, 2013 

 
 
Present: Mayor Rose Hanser, Councilpersons Lawretta Miller, Evan Stewart, Tom 

Jankowski, and John Williams 
 
Also Present: City Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards, Police Chief Cory Hert, Fire Chief Ryan 

Reid, City Attorney Gary Ryder and Building/Planning Official Jan Morgan 
 
 
Mayor Hanser called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the Roll Call.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
Councilperson Stewart moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilperson Jankowski seconded 
the motion.  There was no discussion.  Motion carried with all in favor. 

a. Minutes of 2/12/13 Regular Meeting 
b. Claims Roster 2/20/13 

 
Departmental Reports: 
Reports were given by Police Chief Hert, Building/Planning Official Morgan, Fire Chief Reid, Attorney 
Ryder, and City Clerk/Treasurer Richards. 
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
Police Officer Michael Hayes has successfully completed his 1 year probationary period and the Police 
Commission has confirmed him as a certified Police Officer in accordance with state requirements.   
 
Public Comment and Participation:   
Jim Atchison, of SouthEastern Montana Development Center, updated the City Council on legislative 
issues that may be of interest to the City of Colstrip.  Jim reported on a biomass opportunity in 
Colstrip and SouthEastern Montana.   SEMDC is sponsoring a regional community outreach event in 
Miles City on March 14th & 15th.   
 
Darcy Dahle, of Montana Public Employees Association, clarified that she has been authorized by 
MPEA’s attorney to continue to work through the issues while the arbitration is going on.  Ms. Dahle 
stated she would prefer that there be a good working relationship between the City and MPEA and 
that she offered the olive branch with the email she sent to the council members.   
 
Unfinished Business:   
Mayor Hanser reported the Personnel Committee met again to review and discuss the Personnel 
Policy Manual and Procedures Manual.  Mayor Hanser has incorporated the changes adopted by the 
Personnel Committee and submitted it to Montana Municipal Interlocal Authority for review and 
comment before the manuals are submitted to City Council for consideration.    
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New Business: 
Darcy Dahle of Montana Public Employees Association reported that Bryan Swan, Tana Pippin, Jan 
Morgan, Mercedes Kroll and Don Purdon will represent the collective bargaining units on the Labor/ 
Management Committee.  Mayor Hanser, City Clerk/Treasurer Richards, Police Chief Hert, Public 
Works Director Bleth and a member of the City Council will represent the City.  Councilperson 
Stewart nominated Councilperson Jankowski to the Labor/Management Committee.  Nominations 
were closed with no other nominations.  Councilperson Stewart explained he nominated 
Councilperson Jankowski due to his experience in working with unions.  No public comment received.   
Councilpersons Miller, Stewart and Williams voted in favor.  Councilperson Jankowski abstained from 
voting.   Motion carried. 
 
Casey Lammers, 22 Olive Drive, asked for consideration from the City Council for donations of a 
hydrant, water service and possibly land for a community garden.  Mr. Lammers thought he had 
secured land for the garden but was notified the location will not be available so he is now looking for 
land for the garden.  Mayor Hanser is not aware of any land the City owns that could be used for the 
garden.  Councilperson Miller thanked Mr. Lammers for bringing his idea to the City Council.   
Councilperson Stewart commented that maybe Colstrip Park and Recreation District may have some 
property that could be used.  No action was taken at this time on Mr. Lammers’ request. 
 
Councilperson Jankowski made a motion to approve the Pine Butte Overlay Phase II Project to 
proceed to the bidding process.  Councilperson Stewart seconded the motion.  There was no 
discussion or public comment.  Motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Administrative Matters: 
Councilperson Stewart reported on the meeting he attended between the Bicentennial Library Board 
and the Rosebud County Library Board about funding for the local library. 
 
The Montana Coal Board will be meeting in Helena on March 14th and 15th.  Councilperson Williams 
reported that the Governor has not made any appointments or reappointments to the Coal Board 
yet. 
 
Councilperson Williams commented on the email received from Darcy Dahle of MPEA to sit down and 
work out a solution even though notice of arbitration has been filed.  Attorney Ryder feels that due to 
the formal Notice of Arbitration being received that before any discussions take place that there be 
an agreement between the attorneys.  Councilperson Stewart agreed that since the arbitration clause 
has been invoked, no discussions with the union representative should take place until written 
agreement between the attorneys has been received. 
 
Adjournment: 
Mayor Hanser adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  
 
        
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer 


