
Summertime and budget time are very coincidental with 

city government.  We all look forward to our summers 

here in Colstrip.  Budget time not so much, but it is a 

time that provides your city government an opportunity 

to take a look at improvement to the services that are 

provided and to review its equipment needs.  The empha-

sis on budgets should be to keep our city moving forward 

and the challenge to continue to improve upon the deliv-

ery of services we provide. 

This year in addition to our normal operating and main-

tenance costs we are looking at two large capital expendi-

tures.  One is the replacement of a 1981 model fire truck.  This thirty year old piece of 

equipment is just simply wearing out and needs to be replaced.  The replacement is im-

portant to assist our fire department in providing quality service and to maintain our 

fire department’s ISO rating which is a four (4).  This rating determines the insurance 

rate  that insurance companies charge for fire insurance in our area. 

The cost of a replacement is very expensive, approximately $440,000.  We have been 

setting funds aside in anticipation of the replacement of this equipment and will request 

funding assistance from the Coal Board.  The city has set aside approximately $229,000 

in anticipation of this purchase. 

The other large capital item is a new shop building for the Public Works Department.  

This facility would replace the existing concrete block building that was constructed in 

the 1930’s.  Our plan is to continue to use the old shop as cold storage and build the new 

shop in the location of our warehouse and storage yard.  This is also a very costly project 

and our current estimate is $635,000.  We would also request partial funding from the 

Coal Board for both these large capital projects. 

Recently there have been numerous discussions regarding making changes or altering 

certain parts of the city’s charter.  Our city charter was voted on and approved in its 

current format by the residents of our city.  It was adopted after numerous meetings and 

a public hearing prior to the vote.  I would also remind all our residents there is actually 

a mechanism for a local government review.  The 1972 Montana Constitution mandates 

that all voters will have the option to review their form of government every ten (10) 

years.  The Colstrip voters opted for this review at the June 2004 primary election and 

they will once again have this option in June 2014 or sooner if they petition the council 

for this to occur sooner than June 2014. 

The process follows state law MCA 7-3-171 as required by the Montana Constitution.  

Voters first decide if they want their form of government reviewed.  If they do it requires 

an election to be held for three to five study commissioners.  Candidates who wish to 

serve on this study commission must be residents and may not be serving as an elected  
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As someone who lived and worked in Colstrip some thirty years ago when this was a “company” 

town I have seen a lot of positive changes come about for this community. City government ex-

ists for the benefit of its citizens and the betterment of the community. I have always believed 

that the People are the Government. We, at the Colstrip Police Department, are a part of this 

community. The police department has been in existence for just over seven years and we strive 

to be responsive to our community’s needs. We have achieved state and even national recognition for our community 

efforts. The Colstrip Police Department was one of only six agencies nationwide to be chosen for a pilot project spon-

sored through the International Association of Chiefs of Police to participate in a Volunteer in Policing (VIPS) Pro-

gram. Our goal was to form a community advisory board to provide feedback to the Chief of Police on crime and crime 

prevention issues in Colstrip. We have accomplished that and now have in place a Colstrip Crime Prevention Council. 

The people involved in that group assist in addressing the needs of our community in a way to make a positive differ-

ence. We now have a volunteer group to assist domestic violence and sexual assault victims and we also work on Town 

Hall meetings to provide crime prevention type information to our community. We have done meetings in the past 

that dealt with underage drinking, drug use and prescription medicine abuse.  Our next session, tentatively planned 

for the end of September, will deal with internet safety and our children.  We are always committed to being wise 

stewards of the public’s resources.  

Our police department has obtained grants to fund programs such as enforcing underage drinking laws, drug enforce-

ment issues, violence against women and equipment purchases to modernize our department. With the support of the 

City Council we responded to the community concerns over drug abuse in our community by purchasing a drug dog 

(Daisy) and joining a multi-agency drug task force. We continue to work with the Bureau of Indian Affairs Law En-

forcement in Lame Deer to address crime issues of mutual concern. Our police department is a lead agency in the  

       Police Department cont. page 6  

Licenses and permits are required for public safety and well being.   Some of the common permits 

and licenses required withing the city limits are listed below. 

Zoning Permits are required before any building or structure (including fences and signs) may be 

erected, placed, moved, expanded or structually altered.  These permits are required to ensure set-

back requirements are met and to protect public safety and property values. 

Building Permits are required before any building or structure is erected, constructed, moved, 

expanded or structurally altered within the city limits.  All construction must be checked to make sure it complies with 

the International Building Codes thereby protecting residents from potential structural problems that may arise during 

construction. 

Excavation Permits are required for sidewalk and driveway construction or any vehicular access on any public right 

of way within the city limits.  This is to ensure that the design and concrete mixture shall conform to the standard speci-

fications of the public roadways within the city. 

Business Permits are required for all businesses operating within the city limits. The city permit is for your pro-

tection.  It is designed to protect you from a fly-by-night operation that will take advantage of your trusting na-

ture.  Ask for the city’s business permit whenever you contract to have work completed in your home. 

Cat and Dog Licenses are required for all dogs and cats over five months of age within the city limits.  The li-

censes are for the public safety to insure animals within the city limits have current rabies vaccinations.  Licenses 

are issued after proof of vaccination for a yearly cost of $5 for spayed or neutered animals or $10 for those not 

spayed or neutered.  All licenses expire on January 31st and may be renewed throughout the month of February 

without a late fee assessment. 

Police Department 
 Larry Reinlasoder, Police Chief 

Planning and Building Official 
 Jan Morgan 
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In case you have not noticed, the city has a new refuse hauler in the fleet.  The truck arrived on 

July 11th and went into service the following day.  This unit is larger than our 20 yard 2007 

model.  This refuse hauler is 27 yards, all routes are picked up in one truck.  Our older unit took 

two to three trips to the landfill.  Our 2007 truck is being repaired so we can have a reliable 

backup.  As a reminder please do not place heavy iron items, large pieces of wood and hot ashes in the garbage con-

tainers.  These types of material cause problems with hydraulic parts and electrical wiring. 

When you read this article the Power Road and Overpass Project will be complete.  Sometime during the week of Au-

gust 15th the Public Works Department will re-open the road.  The project went very well with no unexpected sur-

prises.  Over 600 cubic yards of earth were removed from behind the existing concrete abutments.  One and one half 

inch pavement base course was put back in at one foot intervals compacting each one.  The final fourteen inch ap-

proach slab was poured with concrete and reinforced with two layers of one inch rebar.  In addition, rebar is now dow-

eled into the abutment at one foot intervals to tie it together.  Sixty five yards went into the north side and thirty five 

yards on the south slab. 

Our annual precipitation total is now over twenty inches which is six inches over normal annuals. 

It’s hard to believe school will be starting so soon.  The summer just passes too quickly.   

Our Summer Program was a great success this year.  The children’s program had a lot of inter-

esting projects, with the cake bites being a favorite.  The teen program came out in full force, 

the bottle cap necklaces and photo frames proved to be a hit with these young artists.  The 

adult program grew momentum with the mosaic table top class being the all time favorite.  It’s 

hard to believe the time flew by and the classes are completed.  We had a great time with everyone who participated 

and we look forward to next year.  If you have some ideas for next year please let Education Director, Tammy Venne 

know. 

Soon it will be membership renewal time for SHAC.  Remember memberships to the Schoolhouse are very reasonable.  

Family memberships are $35.00; Single memberships are $25.00.  Stop in and see what membership affords you.  

Without our members, our grants, and funding from the City of Colstrip we wouldn’t be able to operate or bring Art 

and Education to our communities.  Each of you does so much more than you could ever know by being a friend and 

member of SHAC.  Your loyalty lays the foreground for our many good works which are watched over by a diligent 

Board of Directors.   

Soon we will be hosting the 33rd Annual Arts and Craft Fair the 4th and 5th of November.  We will be sending out infor-

mation to past vendors in the near future.  If you are interested in receiving an application please contact us with 

your information.   

Currently we are working on a Scholarship for a Colstrip High School graduate.  Our scholarship will be unique in 

that we will be conducting meetings with the school children throughout the year.  Our goal is to encourage art and 

learning while working more with the students before a scholarship is awarded.  We want to make an investment in 

every student interested even though there will only be one scholarship received.  We hope to have a Gallery show 

with the students art work.  Each student will be required to have at least three pieces of work on display.  This can 

be in the form of writing, music, actually any art form will be graciously received. Many fundraisers will take place to 

make this happen.  As a non-profit we know what it means to find funds just to operate.  However, we feel it is part of 

our mission to entice and encourage students in their understanding of art, history and culture.  
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Public Works Department 

 John Bleth, Public Works Supervisor 
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Schoolhouse History and Art Center 

 Lu Shomate, Director 

“SHAC”    



Volunteer Fire Department  

 Ryan Reid, Fire Chief 

Summer has finally arrived and with it comes the wildland fire season.  The 

western part of the state is seeing some fire activity with the high heat and 

lightning storms.  Please be careful in the outdoors as there is lots of fuel out 

there. If you are in an area of urban interface, where your property borders 

against wildland, please be sure your home has a fire break.  It can be just a 

lawn that could stop a wildland fire from catching your house on fire. 

Just a reminder, if you are using a back yard fire pit, please call Colstrip Dispatch (748-2211) before you start.  This is 

just a courtesy call and will only take 2 minutes.  The call could save us from responding to your fire thinking it is a 

house fire. 

The CVFD currently has 30 members that are training hard to be ready when the alarm sounds. This last fiscal year 

we logged 1204 hours of training, 331 hours of community service, and had 319 individual responses to 22 fire calls. 

This was done by a volunteer group. We are always looking for new recruits. If you are interested in applying, contact 

any fireman. We can work long hours for no pay except the feeling of helping the community and working alongside 

some great people. 

Listed are some fire tips from the National Fire Prevention Association: 

 MAKE a home escape plan. Draw a map of your home showing all doors and windows. Discuss the plan 

with everyone in your home. 

 Know at least two ways out of every room, if possible. Make sure all doors and windows leading outside open 

easily. 

 Have an outside meeting place (like a tree, light pole or mailbox) a safe distance from the home where every-

one should meet.  

 

 Practice your home fire drill at night and during the day with everyone in your home, twice a year. 

 

 Practice using different ways out. 

 

  Teach children how to escape on their own in case of a fire. 

 Close doors behind you as you leave. 

Tree Board 

The City of Colstrip summer crew consisting of Dova Lear, Chase Robinson and TJ Crip-

pen planted 47 new trees along the boulevards of the streets. These trees were purchased 

with tree grant funds from the DNRC. Remember to protect your trees this fall from the 

deer as they will kill a tree when they rub off the bark.  We prefer to use 5’ wire fencing 

staked around each tree. The city will also be hiring a certified arborist to trim trees in 

the city right of way areas this fall. The Tree Board sponsored a tree give away contest 

this year and there were three lucky winners.  The St. Margaret Mary Catholic Commu-

nity youth group planted a beautiful Bur Oak.  The Carol Lewis and Wayne Dudley fami-

lies also planted Linden trees in their yards. 
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Bicentennial Library would like to express our gratitude to Rosebud County Commission-

ers Lee and Martens for having the roof patched.  Now that, that has been completed I am 

sure that we can look forward to having the damaged walls taken care of and our video 

collection put back in it’s original spot. 

This year’s Summer Reading Program was a huge success. After taking an informal poll 

from many of the kids who participated in the Summer Reading Program the best part, 

according to most of the kids, was the snow cones.  Jill Hanson is the staff member respon-

sible for this great idea.  We could not have had the snow cones without the generosity of 

the Colstrip School District. 

Bicentennial Library will also have a Hunger Games Board Night starting in October; this event will more than 

likely take place on Thursday evenings and is geared towards young adults as the board game is fairly difficult.  We 

will also keep you posted as to when we will start the Hunger Games Board Night. 

Bicentennial Library borrows more downloadable audio books from Montana Library 2Go than some larger libraries. 

As a staff we are so glad that you, our patrons, are using this program.  Another way that you can use this program 

is to make suggestions to the Bicentennial Library staff.  The staff does not directly have a say in what the program 

purchases but we know who to ask.  I have been told that patron suggestions are taken very seriously. 

Finally, we need our patron’s opinion: Bicentennial Library has had such a huge success with the Kindle, we can not 

keep it on the shelf long enough to go back on the shelf.  Starting in September we will post a two question survey 

that will ask Kindle or Nook?  Please way in on this issue. Bicentennial Library will run the survey for one month 

and a decision will be made the week of October 1st. 

The staff of Bicentennial Library appreciates your patronage and support. 

  

Schoolhouse History and Art Center cont. 

In our revolving Gallery we have Colstrip High School memorabilia through September 23rd.  Mark Ator has as-

sisted us with this show; however we are asking community members to lend us interesting pieces to hang in our 

Gallery.  We would like to make this an annual event, hopefully around Colstrip Days.  Our goal is to have past 

alumni come visit their high school days with us.  This is going to take some work to be successful; your input will be 

greatly appreciated. 

Our gift shop is becoming very popular in our community.  If you haven’t had an opportunity to visit, stop in to see 

what we are all about and support your local artists.  We regularly go to market, so we have the latest and greatest 

at prices you can afford.  If you are a local artist and would like to have a place to sell your artwork, stop in and talk 

to our Gift Shop committee, we would love to share our shop with you.   

We have a new website www.colstripshac.org.  Please take a moment to check it out.  If you have suggestions for our 

website, please let me know.  Your comments are appreciated. 

As always, the Board and Staff at SHAC thank you for your patronage, your contribution through volunteering, and 

your financial support through membership and donation.  Because of you and your participation, we can offer won-

derful educational programs, speakers, and Gallery Shows to our communities. 

Bicentennial Library 
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Animal Control 

Seasons change fast around here and while I am writing this you should be supplying 

your dog with an abundance of fresh drinking water and shade. If it is very hot and 

humid, such as we experienced recently , a suggestion from the Humane Society is to 

bring your animals inside where it may be air conditioned  By the time you read this 

you could be shoveling snow and doing all you can to protect your dog from cold 

weather. One of the best methods I have seen for insulating a dog house is to stack 

bales of straw or hay beside and behind the dog house. These bales insulate the dog 

house and can be kept in place year round and I have yet to see a dog destroy the bales though I’ve no doubt some do. 

For most dogs lining the house with towels, rugs, comforters and even old sleeping bags only serves to give them 

something to play with and/or destroy.  But, if that’s all you have there is nothing wrong in using what’s available. 

Some have even rigged up a light bulb inside the dog house and left it on as it provides some heat to the inside of the 

shelter. However, remember to put some kind of protective screen over the bulb. Please remember to provide food and 

water to your animals year round regardless of whether it is hot or cold outside. An outside dog needs shade from the 

sun, cover from the rain or snow. The dog MUST have shelter from the elements. I am sure you treat your dog or cat 

as a member of your family and as such make these decisions with the welfare of your pet in mind.  
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official.  These commissioners go through a study process of the existing form of government, the powers of the local 

government and its procedures for delivery of services. They make comparisons with other forms of government avail-

able  under Montana law.  The results of this study must be made public as a final report which may indicate that no 

change is needed or it may include a wide range of changes or alterations.  However, before any recommendation for 

change can go in effect it must be approved by the voters.  This local government review may also include other recom-

mendations of change to improve upon the delivery of services from the government.   

This process typically involves numerous open public meetings and the gathering of information from surveys, inter-

views, and fact finding exercises all under the theme that government should be very open and transparent and 

geared toward making improvements of the delivery of services it provides. 

Your city went through this process in June 2004.  The study commissioners included Steve Christianson (chair), 

Mark Stevens, and Joe Oberth.  Kathie Bailey was the ex-officio member and served as the facilitator.  These resi-

dents did a tremendous job serving as study commissioners.  They set the bar for local government review standards 

with their open communication and the transparency of the discussions.  This is the process for change for the deliv-

ery of  governmental services.  It is open, transparent and without any agenda other than to work toward improve-

ments in accordance with public involvement and participation. 

Police Department cont. 

implementation of a state-wide Crime Prevention Council associated with the Montana Board of Crime Control. The 

Chief of Police was a founding member and serves on the Montana Crime Prevention Association. The Colstrip Police 

Department also sponsors the Crime Stoppers Program (748-3050 to provide an anonymous tip to solve a crime), 

Neighborhood Watch and initiated the McGruff Safe Homes. All of these programs involve the police and community 

working together. Our guiding principle and motto is “Serving Tomorrow’s Town Today Through Community Policing 

in Action.” 

If you have an interest in being involved with your police department in continuing to make our community a safe 

place to live, work and play please call me at 748-2211, or visit our website at  www.colstrippolice.com . Please con-

sider being a McGruff Home participant, starting a neighborhood watch or being involved with the Crime Prevention 

Council.  We welcome your interest and encourage Colstrip residents to get involved with us in making this an even 

better place to live. 

http://www.colstrippolice.com/
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