
A happy new years greeting goes out to all our residents from city 

hall.  I am looking forward to continuing to work, with my best ef-

forts of service, with all our residents. 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all our residents 

that have volunteered their service to our city by serving on the nu-

merous committees this past year.  These are those valuable volun-

teers that have given their time, talents, and wisdom in serving the 

city making it a better place to live.  They include: 

Planning Board:  Rick Harbin, Cheryl Fulkerson, Donna Rogers, Daniel Watson, Roy Dol-
bear, Jeff Toscano, and Paula Peplow 

Zoning Commission:  Rick Harbin, Jeff Toscano, Roy Dolbear, and Paula Peplow 

Tree Board:  Harry Cheff, Bill Neumiller, Duane Cole, Jackson Craig, Amanda McCarthy, 

Dan Rootes, Doug Goodheart, John Williams, Betty Jo Ellison, and Tana Pippin 

Community Care Task Force:  Robert Shy, Robin Shahan, Jim Atchison, Kelly Vjetasa, 
John Poole, Lloyd Gange, Betty Jo Ellison, Les Mahon, Tom Crippen, John Williams, Rick 

Harbin, and Don Tapp 

City Hall Task Force:  Carol Beery, Les Mahon, Amanda McCarthy, Betty Jo Ellison, Brad 
Purdon, Cheryl Fulkerson, Harry Cheff, Jim Atchison, John Williams, and Larry Reinlasoder 

Recycling Committee:  Don Bailey, Charlie Brown, Howard Vassau, Julie Korkow, Jim 
Atchison, Rick Harbin, John Williams, Chad Batey, John Bleth, and Seana Borsheim  

Police Commission:  Cheryl Fulkerson, Donna Tauscher, and Mike Ames 

Colstrip Police Chaplains Group:  Dennis Wenholz, Mike Andrews, Shawn McAlpine, and 
Jerry Bonnell 

Without  all these wonderful individuals we would not be able to achieve the many successful 

projects nor the level of services that are provided. 

With the passing of two wonderful ladies this past year, it brings sadness but also apprecia-

tion.  I would like to recognize and express my gratitude to the Ray and Mabel Loveridge and 

the Nolan and Dolly Fandrich families for the valuable and meaningful contribution these 

couples have made over many years to our community, making it a better place.  Although 

they are no longer with us, their spirit and the love they shared with our community will 

always be remembered. 

By the time this newsletter goes out, the city should have completed the Capital Improve-

ments Plan for 2008 and our Comprehensive Growth Policy.  We will have gone through the 

public hearing process and both of the plans will be placed on our web site.  As a city, we are 

putting as much information as we can on our web site.  It is our plan to keep the public as 

well informed as we possibly can.  We continue to invite participation from the public either 

through committee involvement, hearing process, or other types of contact. I welcome your 

thoughts, comments, and ideas.  My office is always open and I invite your participation.     

    Mayor’s Message cont. on page 8 

Inside this issue: 

Mayor’s Message 

January 2008 

 Mayor John Williams 

 B.J. Ellison 

 Susan Hert 

 Rick Harbin 

 Dan Becker 

 

City Offices open 

9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Monday thru Friday, 

except on Holidays 

 

Court is in Session: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 

10:00 a.m. 

Police Department 2 

Public Works 3 

Code Enforcement 3 

SHAC 4 

Bicentennial Library 5 

Colstrip City Court. 6 

Volunteer Fire Dept. 6 

City of Colstrip 



The Colstrip Police Department would like to take the opportunity through the city newsletter to warn 

the community about several unscrupulous scams that have attempted to defraud our citizens.  Scam 

artists have used the internet, the telephone, and U.S. mail in an attempt to get money from Colstrip 

residents.  Here are some of the things to be aware of: 

(1) You receive an internet letter saying you have come into SUDDEN RICHES.  They say you have 

won a foreign lottery or sweepstakes.  REALITY:  But that’s impossible unless you traveled to 

that country to enter, since it’s illegal to buy or sell tickets across the U.S. border.  

(2) The notice comes by regular mail, phone, fax, or email.  REALITY:  If you had won a cash prize or inherited money, you 

would be notified by certified mail. 

(3) You receive a letter often in response to an email including an enclosed check for MORE than the amount they say you 

won.  They want you to correct their “MISTAKE” by depositing the money and sending them a cashiers check or money 

order for the difference.  REALITY:  The checks although they look real are actually fakes, forgeries, or even in some 

cases stolen.  You deposit the money and send them a good check and by the time your bank notifies you the deposit as 

“bounced” it is too late to cancel your good check.  You are out the money and very possibly responsible to the bank to 

make good on the entire amount deposited.  

(4) You think you have found someone special online and they want to be your friend and even promise to travel to the U.S. 

to be with you.  REALITY:  You have been duped.  There is no way you know what the person on the other end of the 

email looks like, who they really are or where they really live.  If you start to send them money, as they often request, 

they will find reasons to ask for more including claiming they were in need of medical care or more travel money.  The 

scam ends when you don’t hear anything more from them, or you receive an email saying your new pen pal was killed 

       Police Department cont. on page 8  

The new dog and cat licenses are now on sale at Colstrip City Hall!  Get yours before the Feb-

ruary 29th deadline.  Beginning March 1st a $5.00 late fee will be assessed to each license.  

These tags are the fastest way we have to reunite animal and owner. 

This is the time of year we usually see some real Montana winter and I hope all of you that 

leave your  pets outside have taken the necessary precautions to ensure their warmth and safety.  Animals MUST have food 

and water (not frozen) at all times.  If you are not home during the day be sure your animal has a five gallon bucket at room 

temperature (or slightly warmer but not cold) water in the morning when you leave for work and make sure emptying and 

refilling that bucket is the first thing you do when you get off work and once again before you go to bed.  Snow does NOT 

provide an adequate supply of water.  Try to set the water where it will be in the sunlight as much of the day as possible.  A 

blanket or two in the dog house may or may not be welcomed.  Many a dog lay on their blankets right out in the middle of 

the yard after the owner carefully folded the blankets just to fit the size of the dog house.  Cats are not prepared or built to 

live outside in the winter.  If you wish to help those who do stay outside, get a small cardboard box—just bigger than the 

cat—wrapped in several layers of plastic garbage bags and duct taped securely so the plastic doesn’t flap in the wind, cut a 

door off to the side and place a small towel in the box.  Try to set it out of the wind, preferably where some sun will hit it 

during the day.   Please take a moment to give thought to your animal’s quality of life.  If you have an animal that you leave 

outside on a chain or in a fence 24/7...what kind of life does that animal have?  What does it have to look forward to on a day 

to day basis.  Ask yourself why you even have an animal.  Today’s dogs and cats are domesticated and are happiest spending 

time with people—their family, their pack.  Putting a  dog outside on a chain or in a pen is almost as abusive as if you beat 

the animal.  Pets are meant to be just that.  Pets.  A four-legged member of the family.  You will reward yourself a thousand 

times over by making the animal a member of your family who is welcome in your home.  A pet, particularly a dog, who is a 

member of your family is far more likely to come to your aid, defend you, and be a loyal friend.  Dogs love us unconditionally, 

not many people do.  If you do not have the time or the desire to make your pet a part of your family do yourself and more 

importantly the animal a favor and place it in a no-kill shelter such as Help For Homeless Pets in Billings.  They work  

       Animal Control cont. on page 8   

Police Department 
 Larry Reinlasoder, Police Chief 

Animal Control 
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Our summer/fall street project on Olive Drive and  Castle Rock Lake Drive finished up in early No-

vember.  I hope everyone enjoys the new streets and sidewalk.  No street projects are scheduled for 

this year.  In 2009 Appaloosa, Cheyenne, and Antelope Drives are scheduled for reconstruction; of 

course, this depends on monies being available in the 2008/2009 general budget.  

By the time the spring newsletter is out, the city’s rehab project for Lift Station ”C”  should be 

started.  This is another critical project in order to upgrade the sewage transmission system.  The 

cost to reconstruct was bid at $270,700.  The total cost including engineering is approximately $325,000.  The city did re-

ceive a $100,000 grant from the Montana Coal Board to assist with the cost.  The Coal Board is a great resource for the city 

to apply to in order to help with these types of projects.  In the end, it saves all residents money with regards to their cur-

rent sewer service charges. 

As of the first of the year the Public Works Department has put down almost one hundred tons of sand on city streets.  The 

sand does have granular magnesium chloride added to help hurry the melting process. 

Sometime later this year the city will be installing a new ultra-violet disinfection system at the Sewage Treatment Plant. 

This unit will replace the current gaseous chlorine cylinders.  After completion the city will have no gaseous chlorine in the 

system.  As I have stated in earlier newsletters this has been a big safety issue for all of our residents. 

This spring you will notice a new street sweeper cleaning the streets.  The city purchased a new Elgin Broombear. 

If you go to the City of Colstrip’s official website you will notice on the home page a new weather station.  This is a new unit 

with up to the minute reports on temperature, humidity, wind, barometric pressure, dew point, and rainfall.  The weather 

station is located at the Water Treatment Plant. 

 I would like to bring up some facts about the quality of water that is distributed to the residents of Colstrip through the 

city’s Water Treatment Plant.  Your water is tested by certified laboratories for about every metal, inorganic, and volatile 

organic compounds that exist.  Results are available to all residents anytime during normal business hours.  I encourage 

anyone who may have questions or concerns to stop by or call.  All of our sampling results consistently exceed federal and 

state standards. 

The public is always welcome to tour any of the city’s public works facilities.  Give me a call at city hall to schedule a tour or 

if you have other questions call 748-2300 ext. 5. 

In a recent report to the City Council I noted that there were fifteen (15) new home construction 

permits issued within the City of Colstrip in the year 2007.  Construction permits in general almost 

doubled from the previous two years.  All this new construction must by law meet the International 

Building Codes adopted by the state. 

Building codes have changed over the years.  The codes that were in place in the 1970’s, when many 

of the houses within the City of Colstrip were built, have been revised or updated for the safety of 

the homeowner and the community. 

In May of 2007, I was certified as a Residential Building Inspector, so if you are considering an upgrade to your residence, a 

new deck, out building, or fence please call and discuss your plans with me.  My telephone number at city hall is 748-2300 

ext. 6.  I can help you with the permit process and let you know of possible code changes of which you may be unaware. 

I am in my office Monday through Thursday in the afternoons. 

Public Works Department 

 John Bleth, Public Works Supervisor 

Building, Planning, Zoning and Code Enforcement 

 Jan Morgan 
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The City of Colstrip was awarded the Rocky Mountain Chapter of the International Society of 

Arboriculture’s Gold Leaf Award, in recognition of the city’s outstanding Arbor Day celebration.  

Colstrip was selected from cities across Montana, Colorado, Wyoming, and New Mexico for this 

year’s award. 

Colstrip’s Arbor Day celebration included a poster contest sponsored by the local Tree Board, 

with senior citizens judging; winners received t-shirts provided by PPL Montana.  The city also incorporated a clean-up day, 

offering free garbage pick-up to participating citizens, businesses, and local organizations.  PPL Montana donated 1,100 

trees for citizens to plant.  Western Energy held a presentation on the importance of planting trees on its mine reclamation 

land.  The elementary school provided more than 200 trees for students with educational pamphlets supplied by the city. 

This year Colstrip was chosen as the state site to celebrate Arbor Day.  DNRC State Forester Bob Harrington was on hand 

to help with festivities at the Pine Butte Elementary School.  Students helped Mr. Harrington plant a tree provided by 

DNRC on the school grounds.  The City of Colstrip also received the Eastern Montana Forestry Excellence Award.  We 

received the award at the yearly Montana League of Cities and Towns Convention.  This program has been successful 

due to the support of and the participation of the school district, local businesses, and our residents.  The Tree Board’s 

major project this year is to focus on the beautification of Fireman’s Park.  Although we are in the planning stages we 

are very excited about the prospects of this project and others. 

We have reached a milestone at the Schoolhouse History and Art Center and we are excited!  We can 

now offer weekly night art classes.  These classes will change from time to time based on interest and 

eligible teachers.  Currently we have a pottery class, a stained glass class, and a family yoga class for 

winter quarter.  All classes are offered through our Community Education Program sponsored by the 

Colstrip School District.  Watch for your Community Education brochures for more information about days and times classes 

are being offered.  Classes are limited, so if you are interested you should reserve your spot as early as possible through 

Community Ed.  We thank all our many sponsors, members, and community members that have made this dream become a 

reality. 

We have an exciting lineup of shows in our main gallery for 2008.  In January we close for maintenance of the inside of the 

building, but starting in February we will have the annual “Gone to Pieces Quilt Club” show.  These beautiful quilts are a 

must see, the artwork is amazing.  These women pour their hearts and souls into these creations made of all sorts of materi-

als.  March is our annual student art show.  If you have children, work with them so they too may have a piece of their art-

work hanging in our gallery.  April will bring Artist, Henry Meloy: “The Portraits”.  This exciting artist comes to us by our 

participation in the Montana Art Gallery Directors Association (MAGDA).  The month of May will bring another show from 

MAGDA, “It’s all about Color”.  This show is all about quilting from our friends in North Dakota.  These aren’t just tradi-

tional quilts, the pieces are unique and have a North Dakotan flair.  In June we will have the Traveling Art Show brought to 

us by our friends in Miles City at the Custer County Art Museum.  This show is a juried show whereby many artists in our 

surrounding area compete for a place in this traveling show.  Many Colstrip residents have been successful in appearing in 

this show.  These are just a few of the shows we have scheduled for 2008, we will bring you more exciting news about future 

shows in another newsletter. 

Our gift shop is becoming very popular in our community.  If you haven’t had an opportunity to visit, stop in to see what we 

are all about.  We regularly go to market, so we have the latest and greatest at prices you can afford. Check us out. 

Don’t forget about our “Buy a Brick” program.  This program ensures our future by supporting our endowment fund.  It’s a 

cool program where you buy a brick and have it inscribed with the message you want for a loved one.  This is a gift that 

keeps on giving and will always have a home on our patio.  We get lots of happy recipients in to see their name on the patio.  

Stop by, we hope to see you soon. 

As always, the Board and Staff at SHAC thank you for your patronage, your contribution through volunteering and your 

financial support through membership and donation.  Because of you and your participation, we can offer wonderful educa-

tional programs, speakers, and Gallery Shows to our communities. 

Tree Board 

Schoolhouse History and Art  

 Lu Shomate, Director 

“SHAC”    
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Mayor Williams convened a meeting with persons interested in recycling efforts in the Colstrip area on 

12/12/07.  Mayor Williams stated, “the city is recently being charged for the removal of cardboard from 

the Colstrip recycling area and we feel that there are better ways to benefit the community and increase 

recycling efforts.” 

Those present agreed with the Mayor and discussed potential alternatives to the project and ways to in-

crease recycling efforts.  Interest has been expressed in additional recycling efforts that include paper, aluminum, and even 

plastics. 

Charlie Brown from the Rosebud County Solid Waste District said that, “the recent cell developed at the Rosebud County 

Landfill cost approximately $825,000 and is estimated to last 12 years which amounts to about $75,000 a year.”  He felt that 

if the cardboard could be recycled that it could save two (2) to three (3) years of life on the landfill.  Mr. Brown estimated 

that the landfill receives 8 to 9,000 tons of refuse a year. 

Mr. Brown estimated that only approximately 10% of the cardboard is currently recycled within the community.  Rick 

Harbin, Director of Colstrip Parks and Recreation District and city council member, mentioned that education would need to 

be a key element of a recycling program. 

 

      Recycling cont. page 7 

We want to wish all of you a great new year.  We have so enjoyed your company in ’07.  We have 

met a ton of new people in town with many of the old guard retiring and new folks taking their 

place.  Babies are once again cropping up all over and it is so good to see. 

Be thinking now about getting your act together for the Annual Talent Show sponsored by 

Friends of the Library.  It will be held Tuesday evening, February 5th at CHS.  Entry forms are available at the library.  

All family oriented acts are welcome to perform.  Everyone has had such a good time at this event in years past; we don’t 

want you to miss out. 

For those of you patiently waiting, or otherwise, we have brand new selections once again.  Our new director, Mary Kay 

Bullard, has been busy ordering.  If you haven’t stopped in to meet her, be sure to.  It’s so much more fun for new people in 

town to get a friendly greeting from people they’ve met. 

I know we got the right person for the job because Mary Kay is definitely a character.  She should fit right into Colstrip.  

We’re kind of a Petri dish of characters, aren’t we?  It is my opinion that if you don’t have a sense of humor, you might as 

well go home, and she definitely has one! 

Mary Kay is from Lead, South Dakota.  She worked for the Deadwood Library, in charge of children’s programs.  Her folks 

live in Lead as well, so all the bawling you hear on the Eastern wind is from them.  Husband, Andy, is a pipefitter and has 

been working here for some time, driving back and forth on the weekends.  With this job, the whole family will be together.  

They have a 9 year old, Sean, as well. 

A little bit about her background:  Mary Kay managed to earn a spot in the Sundance acting school, but her mom said “I 

am not paying for you to become a waitress” so that was that.  She earned her pre-law degree and eventually made her 

way to the Deadwood library.  Speaking of her mom, get this combination.  Her dad is on the cover of the Woodstock album 

and her mom is a former nun.  I tell you, Mary Kay can keep us in stories for a long, long time!  Her parents became teach-

ers and one must wonder if the kids in her dad’s class got away with murder while those in her mom’s got their knuckles 

rapped. 

Andy is 6’5”, while Mary Kay is….tiny.  He says that she is very short, but when she gets mad, she grows taller. 

As a staff, we once again have a vision to strive for.  She comes with many new ideas to share.  Of course, that also means 

we have a boss again, so no more running amuck as Sue McKamey says.  We’re going to miss those ice cream Mondays, 

pizza Tuesdays, all-you-can-eat candy Wednesdays….              Happy New Year everyone!  

Bicentennial Library 
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TYPE OF OFFENSES FILED INCLUDE:   2006  2007 

Criminal Possession of Dangerous drugs/Drug Paraphernalia 5  15 

Criminal Distribution of Dangerous Drugs    0  1 

Assault (Includes Partner/Family Member Assault)   12  15 

 Prostitution       0  3 

Unlawful Possession of Intoxicating Substance Under 21  12  18 

Unlawful Transactions with Children    2  4 

Unlawful Possession of Open Alcoholic Container in Motor Vehicle 5  0 

Criminal Mischief      7  3 

Criminal Trespass to Property     7  4 

Theft        1  10 

Unauthorized Use of Motor Vehicle    0  2 

Obstructing a Peace Officer/Obstruction of Justice   3  6 

Disorderly Conduct      11  12 

Resisting Arrest       3  2 

Intoxicated Pedestrian      1  1 

Urinating or Defecating in Public     0  1 
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Volunteer Fire Department 

 Ryan Reid, Fire Chief 

Ah, winter, the smells of the holiday seasons are upon us, as well as the 

smell of coal and wood stoves.  With the onslaught of cold temperatures 

comes the use of stoves to keep the house warm.  Everyone loves to snuggle 

up to a warm fire to cut the chill of winter but these stoves can be danger-

ous unless taken care of.  Please make sure your stoves are cleaned and 

maintained.  Chimney fires can put you out into the cold, literally.  Hot 

ashes can cause lots of problems too, and in Colstrip we typically burn down 2 to 3 garbage cans a year.  Stay warm but be 

careful with fire. 

Winter and the New Year is a great time to check your smoke alarm batteries. 

The roads are sometimes snowy and icy so please slow down and check your tires. 

The Colstrip Volunteer Fire Department is looking for recruits.  I know everyone is busy, but I can think of no better use of 

your time than to help out the community you live in.  We ask for 30 hours a year minimum for training.  Most of the fire-

men spend more than that because we maintain vehicles and equipment, put up Christmas lights, set off Colstrip Days 

fireworks, and are involved in many other community activities.  Oh yeah, we also respond to fires and accidents.  The fire 

department is a great group and the cause is a great cause.  Give up a little of your couch potato time.  Training is fun, I 

mean where else can you burn, cut up, and blow up things safely.  We stress safety and we are proud of our safety record.  

We are lucky in Colstrip to have excellent equipment. 

Be careful and we hope we don’t see you.  At least not on a fire or accident response. 

Colstrip City Court  

 Honorable Gail D. Beckham 
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Over the last eight months, a determined group called the Colstrip Community Care Task 

Force has been meeting to evaluate and determine the strengths and weaknesses of a proposed 

elderly care facility in Colstrip.   

After this need was identified at a Housing Summit hosted by Southeastern MT Development 

(SEMDC) in February of 2007, Colstrip Mayor John Williams invited a group of community 

members to explore opportunities to develop an elderly care facility.  Since then, a dedicated 

task force has formed and is pursuing the challenge of evaluating options to build either an independent living facility (like 

River Villa in Forsyth) or an assisted living facility (like Ashland’s Heritage Center). 

Actually, there are numerous elderly care facility projects proposed in this region.  Hysham has been working on a project for 

a few years with two assisted living proposals being developed in Forsyth.  The Heritage Assisted Living Center in Ashland 

has been open for about four years along with the River Villa complex in Forsyth.  So why Colstrip, and why now? 

“Looks like elderly care facilities could be a growth industry in Eastern Montana,” noted Jim Atchison of SEMDC.  “Rosebud 

County alone is projected to see over a 170% increase in the 65 + age group in the next 24 years.  The need is here, how do 

we respond to it?”  The Task Force has been busy looking at different ways to structure the project and of course, how to 

build and operate it.   

But first, was there actually a need in Colstrip and would the community support it? The City of Colstrip and the Colstrip 

Senior Citizens Club have since donated funds to assist with the evaluation process.  Blayr Barnard of the Small Business 

Development Center hosted by SEMDC, created and evaluated a survey to measure public support for such a proposed Col-

strip project.  “The results were amazing, stated Barnard.  “With a 19% return rate (1,050 surveys), 60% said there was a 

need for both types of facilities and 74% stated that they would financially support such a project.” 

Since then, SEMDC has been authorized by its Board to apply to the Montana Big Sky Economic Development Trust Fund 

for feasibility study funds to assist with the major decisions that need to be made.  The feasibility study application was ap-

proved with stipulations in December.  The state will fund up to 70% of the cost of the feasibility study which leaves 30% 

matching funds open.  SEMDC has been working to acquire the difference from the City of Colstrip and Rosebud County.  

Once the funding is set, SEMDC will advertise a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to the public to complete the Feasibility 

Study.  If all goes as planned, the study will be completed in March. This study will assist the Task Force in what course of 

action to take to make this dream a reality.  

“It might be the natural evolution of “Coal Country” impacts, noted Atchison, “30-35 years ago in Colstrip the big push was 

for schools and medical facilities.  Now its elderly care housing facilities.”  

The Colstrip Community Care Task Force meets at noon the second and fourth Tuesday at the Colstrip City Hall.  The pub-

lic is always welcome to attend.   

Community Care Task Force 
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Recycling Committee cont. 

It is anticipated that within the year, the city may be working with a private recycling business within the community and a 

portion of the proceeds from recycled materials could be used to aid community projects within Colstrip. 

These efforts are in the planning phases, but there has been a lot of interest in this approach to recycling cardboard, cans, 

and possibly plastic containers in the future.  PPL and Western Energy already are baling and recycling cardboard.  Julie 

Korkow from SouthEastern Montana Development Corporation has reported that the community of Broadus earns over 

$5,000 a year on recycling efforts, with the proceeds going toward kids’ projects. 

The local committee hopes to establish a recycling program in Colstrip that could benefit local youth and community groups.  

Stay tuned for more on the recycling opportunity. 



on the way to the airport to come and meet you. 

(5) You receive foreign business offers or other offers of millions of dollars in inheritance money from complete strangers.  

REALITY:  Offers come in many varieties, from many countries, but none of the promises will come true.  Real compa-

nies and government agencies don’t contact strangers in other countries to offer business propositions. 

(6) Work-at-home scams that promise easy money working from your residence, or they ask for help processing payments.  

REALITY:  If it was so easy why wouldn’t we all be working in our pajamas.  If they ask you to deposit checks and send 

them their money minus your “pay” you will be finding out too late that the checks they sent you are bogus.  Real com-

panies don’t do business in this manner. 

Many scams that we deal with originate in foreign countries and in the vast majority of the cases the criminal jurisdiction 

lies with those governments.  The Colstrip Police Department passes these reported cases along to the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation and U.S. Postal Authorities, but there is little to nothing that can be done about it because the perpetrators 

aren’t in territory under U.S. criminal jurisdiction.  Did you know for instance that the number two industry in Nigeria is 

scamming Americans out of their money?  The best defense we have is education and smart citizens that recognize these get 

rich schemes for what they are and don’t allow themselves to fall victim.  Also remember never to share your banking, credit 

card, or social security information with these people. 

Police Department cont. 
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Mayor’s Message cont. 

The city’s web site address is:  cityofcolstrip.com 

Two large projects the city is looking toward this year is the construction of our city hall and our continued involvement and 

promotion of the Community Care Task Force.  Both projects are important to our community and demonstrates the stabil-

ity of a growing community. 

This year of 2008 is also the tenth anniversary of the City of Colstrip.  It was November 1998 that the residents voted over-

whelmingly that we should become an incorporated city and become recognized with our own identity.  Many projects have 

been completed and significant investments made into our infrastructure that would not have been possible without our 

city being incorporated.  We plan on putting a list together later on this year to identify all the changes that have occurred 

over the past ten years as an incorporated city. 

Animal Control cont. 

tirelessly to match appropriate homes with the right animal no matter what behavioral problems the animal may have. 

Don’t think, “Well it’s just a dog” because to someone that dog could be a lifeline, a devoted pet, and a great companion.  If 

you have it outside 24/7 you are treating it no different than livestock. 

Remember your animals are totally dependent on you for survival.  As an animal owner, you are obligated by Montana law 

to provide food, water, and shelter.  As an animal owner in the City of Colstrip, you are also obligated by the laws of the 

City of Colstrip to have your animals vaccinated and licensed with the city.  The tags aren’t expensive and it’s the best and 

fastest way we have of reuniting animal and owner if they get separated.  



TYPE OF OFFENSES FILED INCLUDE:    2006  2007 

Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol/Drugs    12  15 

Operating Motor Vehicle with BAC of .02 or Greater While Under 21  0  2 

Operating Motor Vehicle Without Liability Insurance/Exhibit Proof  21  8 

Operating Motor Vehicle Without Valid D/L or Possession of D/L  4  13 

Operating Motor Vehicle While Driving Privileges are Suspended  10  8 

Expired or No Motor Vehicle Registration/License Plates   25  14 

Right of Way Violations       2  7 

Stop Sign Violations       9  5 

Seat Belt/Child Restraint Violations     11  7 

Speeding        45  85 

Reckless Driving        1  6 

Careless Driving        10  6 

Probation Violations       7  17 

Nuisance Animal       8  5 

Vicious Animal        3  8 

Dog at Large        6  16 

No Pet License/Tags/Registration      3  11 

 

Total 2006 Cases = 151     

Total 2007 Cases = 338  

Average BAC (Blood Alcohol Content) for 2006 and 2007 = .152435% 

Colstrip City Court cont. 

PAGE 9 C ITY OF COLSTRIP  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Colstrip 
PO Box 1902 
Colstrip, MT  59323 
 
Website:  cityofcolstrip.com 
 

  PRSRT  ST D  

  PERMIT  NO.  9  
  COLS TRIP ,  M T  

Phone: 406-748-2300 
Fax: 406-748-2303 
Email: info@cityofcolstrip.com 

Celebrating 9 years 

ECRWS 

Box Holder 

Colstrip, MT 59323 


